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WELCOME MR AND MRS BROOKS 
By Marcus Mand Ted B, 6H 

Mr Brooks is loving being at Cranleigh Prep. He is enjoying the people, the variety of sport, the music, the drama 
and the art. On the sports field, he has loved watching our matches. Personally, he prefers rugby over football be-
cause he said, “you have to be really courageous and committed to play the sport.”   

Mr Brooks also likes his new home and feels settled here. Outside of school, he enjoys sailing, sea-fishing, hill-
walking and skiing.  He also enjoys travelling, spending time with his friends and reading. His most precious belong-
ing is his Headmaster’s desk, because he has owned it for 15 years. 

Mr Brooks thinks the food is great at school; his favourite meal is jacket potato with cheese and a chocolate pot for 
pudding. His favourite flavour of crisps is salt and vinegar because he likes the sharpness of the flavour. 

Mrs Brooks is delighted to have moved to Cranleigh Prep and is really 
enjoying her time so far. She likes being busy and involved in school life; 
she is enjoying getting to know the pupils and being in coaching the U10D 
netball team.                                              
She is particularly interested in is recycling; she feels there is “a lack of 
recycling bins around the campus” and is pleased that we are now cor-
rectly sorting the “plastic we use in the Dining Hall,” as it is compostable.  
She particularly likes the Townsend building as “the view across top pitch 
is wonderful.” 
In her spare time, Mrs Brooks likes to run, walk, cook, spend time with her 
children, ski and travel. She supports Oxford United Football team and 
has supported them for 30 years. 
Finally, her most treasured possessions are her old family photographs 
and the family rocking horse which was built by Mr Brooks’ father. 
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Georgie L and Charlie P 

 

NEW STAFF AT CRANLEIGH PREP THIS TERM 
By Michael I, 6CS, Ted B, 6H and Isabella P, 5D 

Mr Brewer 

Mrs Brewer 

Mrs Bridges 

Mr Chisholm 

 

We have 8 new members of staff this term. We have enjoyed getting to know them and have interviewed them all to 

find out more about them and how they have settled into our school. 

                                   

Mr Brewer has joined us after working at Cranleigh Abu Dhabi for 4 years. He is Head of 

Design and Technology and he is a Tutor in Form 5, as well as being Housemaster for 

Hearts. He thinks that Cranleigh Prep is ‘awesome;’ a welcoming and friendly place with a 

great sense of community. He also loves the enthusiasm and dedication of the pupils. Out-

side of teaching, Mr Brewer enjoys mountain biking, skiing and renovating cars and hous-

es. If he could change anything about our school it would be that ’the sun shines a little bit 

more!’  

Mrs Brewer is currently supporting Mrs Unwin in 1U and teaching the Form 1 pupils a 

variety of subjects. She used to work at Cranleigh Abu Dhabi and was there when the 

doors first opened in 2014. Mrs Brewer has enjoyed her first term here and finds our 

school to be a friendly place with lots of smiley faces and lots of opportunities on offer. 

She is so pleased to see that our pupils are prepared to ‘have go at anything.’ 

Outside school Mrs Brewer likes cooking, playing netball and walking her dog, Coco. 

Her heroes are Mary Berry and Steve Redgrave, which reflect her interests in cooking 

and sport. If she wasn't a teacher, she would like to bake and decorate cookies! 

Mr Chilsholm used to work solely at Cranleigh School and he used to be able to see 

our school from his old classroom and thought it looked beautiful. He is still teaching 

Geography at the Senior School as well as teaching Geography and RS at the Prep 

School and being our Assistant Chaplain. He enjoys the variety of work here and the 

‘fun bunch’ of pupils in the school. His interests are mostly sporting ones; playing rugby, 

hockey or cycling although he is happy with a good book in the winter too.  

If he could change one thing about the school it would be to have our day to start a little 

later. If he wasn’t a teacher he would like to be a Jordan Speith lookalike...or a vicar! As 

Chaplain he has nominated Jesus as his hero, ‘there’s no one quite like him.’ 

Mrs Bridges joins us from Melcombe Primary School in Fulham where she had worked  

for 11 years. She is Form Tutor to 3B where she teaches English, Maths, Science and 

Sport. At school her favourite subjects were Science and Sport and if she were not a 

teacher she would like to be a psychologist ‘so I could work out how other people 

thought.’ She has been very impressed with our facilities (although she notes that the 

Wyatt Hall is in need of a new roof!) 

She enjoys swimming but hasn’t had time to commit to a swimming club as her own chil-

dren keep her busy. She also likes to meet up with friends and spend time with her 

young family. 
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Mr Carson 

Mrs Groocock 

Miss Jolly 

Mrs Salt 

Mr Stone 

Mr Stone has joined Cranleigh Prep from Woodcote High School where he was 

Head of PE. He is currently teaching Maths at Cranleigh Prep and is also Head 

of Football.  

He has really enjoyed his first term at Cranleigh Prep and he commented that he 

“hadn’t seen a better school” He particularly likes the strong relationship and the 

respect between the staff and pupils 

He is looking forward to all the ‘amazing opportunities’ that Cranleigh Prep offers. 

Miss Jolly thinks our school is a friendly inspiring, proactive, and most of all ,a 

huge amount of fun. She was a pupil at Cranleigh and had most recently been 

teaching Science at Tanbridge House School in Horsham. Whilst she was a pupil 

here her favourite subjects were Science and Art. She is now teaching Science 

and sport and is a Form 5 Tutor.  If she wasn’t a teacher she would certainly like 

to do something involved with sport. Outside school, Miss Jolly likes to play hock-

ey and do craft activities like sewing and baking and walking her dog Maggie.  

Mrs Groocock has joined Cranleigh Prep from Downsend School where she 

was Head of Science, STEAM and Innovation for 4 years. She is currently Head 

of Science and is also a Form 4 tutor. Her first impressions are that Cranleigh 

Prep is friendly, inspiring and most of all a huge amount of fun. She has found 

the pupils here to be polite, enthusiastic and determined. Her favourite thing 

about our school is the new Science labs in the Townsend Building.  

Mrs Groocock likes sport, walking her dog, seeing friends and she spends a lot 

of her free time being a ‘taxi service’ to her children. Her hero is her Dad as he 

worked hard to help many people in Africa by finding solutions to some difficult 

problems there.  

Mrs Salt loves the ‘happy atmosphere’ at our school. She said that every-

one is ‘super friendly’ which makes it a great place to work.  She teaches 

Numeracy and also supports with study skills and revision. She was previ-

ously working at Cranleigh School in their Learning Support Department 

and prior to that she was Head of Learning Support and Challenge at     

Farlington. 

Mrs Salt likes to tend to her garden and she tries to run three times a week 

as she hopes to do her first half marathon next year. If she wasn’t a teacher 

she would like to complete the novel that she has started and also run an 

animal sanctuary. 
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The new Townsend Building 

THE TOWNSEND BUILDING IN ACTION 
By Brandon G 5M 

The Quiz Club is a National Science competition, held 

every year throughout the country. Each team  has four 

members, two Form 3 pupils, and two Form 4 pupils. 

This year Cranleigh Prep School entered two teams of 

keen scientists.  

The questions are presented to the teams with four 

possible answers and each team has to work together 

to gain the maximum score. I liked the competition be-

cause it required a mixture of team strategy and Sci-

ence. Our team lost the heats, but after a slow start 

managed to do better towards the end, and placed third 

overall. Our other team managed to get to the semi-

finals. My favourite question was; “What was the ma-

chine built by Alan Turing in order to defeat the Ger-

mans in World War II?” The answer was “the Bombe 

Machine.” When I saw this question I shouted “Yes!” as 

loud as I could which led to everyone laughing. Thank 

you to Mrs Groocock for organising and taking us to 

this brilliant competition. 

MIDDLE SCHOOL TEAM REPRESENTS CPS AT QUIZ 

CLUB COMPETITION 

This new academic year has brought a new asset to        
Cranleigh’s teaching facilities; the Townsend Building.  

Named after Anthony Townsend, the former Chair of           
Governors, this building is home to 7 new classrooms: 
three science labs, FT and DT rooms, and an Art room.  

These new rooms are inspiring and fresh, and all the       
children love the wonderful new classrooms. Siena R and 
Ruby M from Form 4 said, “I love the new classrooms, es-
pecially the FT room because you can cook more adven-
turous foods. There is more space in all the classrooms 
and we like using the new hi-tech equipment like the new 
machines in the Design room.” This shows how much the 
Townsend building has improved the education and well-
being of the pupils. 

This building has ‘transformed the way we teach Art, let us cook and bake new things, inspired a  top se-
cret ‘ space day and been very distracting because of the views from the massive windows!’ 

       By Archie D, 4P 
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TECHNOLOGY TAKES OFF AT CPS 

 

By George B, 5M 

Google accounts are being introduced in Cranleigh Prep School this 

term. They are, in Mr. Stroud’s words: “ A very powerful digital eco- 

system that gives students power, focus, and the ability to collaborate  

with the school community. “Google accounts are also free, and work  

on all our devices. We are using them this year, as it is a sort of ‘digital 

bridge’ between the IPads and PC’s in the school.  

It will also prepare students for senior school, as more schools are now  

using Google.”  

Google Docs is like Microsoft Word, but is better for collaborative   

working as you can have up to 100 people on one document at the  

same time, rather than all crowding around one screen. 

On the topic of new technology in our school, Mr. Stroud says, “ In Computing lessons, children are going 

to be introduced to new programming languages, and there will be new devices such as Amazon Fire 

tablets, BBC micro bits, and all types of programmable robots and drones.”  

Over the Christmas break, Mr. Stroud recommends an app called ‘Forest’, which you play against your 

family. This app monitors the amount of time using technology; and the more time you leave your IPhone 

or IPad alone, the bigger your forest grows. You compete against your family to see who can grow the 

biggest forest. Technology can be fun over the Christmas break, but Mr. Stroud advises to be wary about 

scams, cybercriminals, and giving out too much information. Finally, Mr. Stroud says that his current fa-

vourite app is ‘Swift Playground,’ created by Apple, which teaches you the programing language that Ap-

ple uses in all of its devices. He also says that his favourite coding language is “Python, because it is 

free, lots of companies use it, and you can legally hack Minecraft!” There are exciting times ahead at 

Cranleigh Prep School in the field of new computing technology! 

On Thursday, 1st November the boarders enjoyed a firework night 
of fun-packed activities. It was a bright, but cold evening and the 
boarders wrapped up warm and gathered round the Campfire Hut. 
Some of the girls wanted to get warm so they took to a spot of 
dancing around the speaker which they enjoyed very much. We 
also ate a mouth-watering hog roast which had been slowly roast-
ing all day. 
At about 8 pm in the evening the first firework shot off into the sky 
and it went off with a ‘bang.’ They ended twenty minutes later and 
everyone clapped and cheered. 
It was a very enjoyable night and we are grateful to the boarding 
staff for organising this event for us and to Mr. Critchley, a former 
parent ,who coordinated the amazing display. 

By Marcus M, 6H 

BOARDERS ENJOY FIREWORK 
 EXTRAVAGANZA 
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WE WILL REMEMBER THEM 

 

 

 

Cranleigh Prep honoured members of our families and our school community who 

were involved in conflicts in the last century. On 9th November, the Hub was busy with 

pupils, teachers and other family members who came to view our 24 hour ‘pop up Mu-

seum’ - including war –related items that had been passed down the generations. 

Everyone was thoroughly impressed by what they saw, from letters written by family 

members to a WWII jacket worn by a Spitfire pilot. It was an outstanding collection of 

artefacts relating our connections to the Wars and it was a fantastic opportunity for us 

to share our own family histories. The ‘museum’ really made the war feel real and 

helped us all to commemorate all the people who were prepared to give their lives for 

our peace. Our school community felt really proud to bring in and display all their treas-

ured war memories together in one place. 

 

By Megan T, 6B 

Thanks should go to Mr Batchelor for his inspirational idea 

in organising and creating this amazing event. It was an 

outstanding educational experience and helped to focus 

all our attention on this special anniversary of 100 years 

since the end of the First World War. It really was a ‘whole 

school event ‘ that joined us all together to commemorate 

this important date in history. 

PEACE WALK TO              

COMMEMORATE                

ARMISTICE DAY 

By Ted B, 6Ha 

On Friday 9th November, Cranleigh Prep School were invited to join all the schools 

in the village to commemorate Armistice Day with a Peace Walk. Pupils from our 

School Council were invited to join the Peace Walk and we were all very proud to 

represent our school at this important community event. 

We all met at the War Memorial, where we commemorated the soldiers who had 

given their lives in the World Wars. Poems were read and the ‘Last Post’ played. We 

then walked down to the new ‘Memorial Garden’ at Snoxhall.  

The weather did not dampen our spirits and it was a great event to be involved in 

with all the other schools in our local area.  
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A BUSY TERM OF GIVING 

On Tuesday 30th October, Form 1 visited Haslemere Museum. The 

point of the trip was to learn more about the Egyptians. In the time we 

were at the museum we did two workshops; they were mostly about 

mummification. In one of them, we mummified our own Barbie’s and 

wrapped it up in bandages. In the other, we saw a real Ancient Egyp-

tian Mummy called Pa-Er-Abu. I also found out that Egyptians write 

downwards and they also write their name on the lid of their coffin. My 

favourite part of the trip was when I mummified my own Barbie. I think 

Form 1 should go on this trip next year, as it was very fun and it was 

also a very educational school trip.  

By Sam W, Form 1U 

EXPERIENCING EGYPTIAN LIFE AT  

HASLEMERE MUSEUM 

 
This year we are supporting three charities, one for each section of the 
school. For the first time, pupils were invited to vote for the charity that 
they wished to support. In the Lower School, Plastic Oceans was select-
ed; Mercy Ships was choice of the Middle School  and the Upper School 
are jointly supporting Finlay’s Fighters and the Charlie Waller Memorial 
Trust. We have also supported other worth causes such as sending 250 
toothbrushes to CHANCE for Nepal, sending Christmas boxes and musi-
cal instruments to Romania; raising £603 for Children in Need and rais-
ing funds for Teenage Cancer through a Form 6 Cake Sale. 

Our Form 4 charity last year was Cranleigh Riding for the Disabled. On 
1st October, Madison, Gina and Fenella went to the grand opening of 
their new stable building. We were very excited to meet Clare Balding 
who opened the new stables. Our fundraising efforts last year allowed 
for the building of a new stable for ‘Sunny.’ Gina personally raised £150 
after a sponsored hair cut and she was invited to present Clare with a 
bouquet. It was such a privilege to be involved in this special occasion 
and we really enjoyed representing our school. 

             By Madison B, 5B, Gina E, 5J and Fenella W, 5B 

Sam’s mummified Barbie 
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  KAYAKING  AT SOUTHWATER 

MAKING A SPLASH IN THE SWIMMING GALA 

The CPS  inter house swimming gala was a most impressive show of 

strength and team work this year given that so many swimmers were in-

jured and unable to swim. The House masters and mistresses were so 

pleased to see so many people volunteer to swim in events and relays at 

very short notice.  

In the Lower School competition, Diamonds had a convincing win. Clubs 

triumphed in the Middle and Upper School competitions so they emerged 

as overall champions with a score of 178 points. Diamonds, were second 

overall followed by Hearts and Spades. My advice for next year is to ‘fuel 

up at lunch’ so you have lots of energy and try your very hardest for your 

House. 

                             By  Isabella P,  5D 

Upper School swimmers representing their Houses 

        By Edward T, 6KS 

This term kayaking has been an optional addi-

tional sport. The kayaking has taken place at 

Southwater Country Park. We were supervised 

by Mrs Schutte and coached by Adrian who 

was a very nice coach. The activity has consist-

ed of learning different skills for on the water. 

This included the basics; paddling forwards and 

backwards, learning how to turn and just getting 

into the water correctly! 

As well as learning skills we had lots of fun 

playing games such as bulldog (but in a kayak), 

‘it’ (or tag) and ball games. We had lots of fun 

paddling round the lake taking turns to take the 

lead, and surveying the wildlife which consisted 

of swans, ducks and a water vole. It was so 

much fun and I cannot wait to do it again! 

Thanks  to Mrs Schutte for making this happen. 
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