
This term, Charlie and Reef had the oppor-

tunity to interview our new Head Master, Mr 

Neil Brooks. They are very pleased to share 

with you what they learned about this very 

interesting and personable man: 

When he found out that he was going to be the 

next Head Master of Cranleigh Prep School, he 

was absolutely elated and ‘really very excited as 

it’s such a fantastic school.’  

When he got the phone call to offer him the posi-

tion he was actually in his current school’s Carol 

Service, so he couldn’t take the call. He then had 

to wait until the service had finished before he 

could find out if he had been successful. 

He thinks that our school is a ‘really great bal-

anced school,’ and that is really important to him.  

He likes the way that academics, drama, sport, 

music and all other extra activities are added to-

gether to genuinely produce a rounded educa-

tion.   

His first impressions of the school were that it is a 

smiley, friendly, welcoming environment, where 

people are genuinely warm. That is exactly what 

he thinks an excellent school should be like and 

he is very excited to be joining us.   

Mr Brooks attended his local primary school, he did the 11+ and was awarded a grant-aided place for a school in 

Oxford, where he stayed until he was 18.  He did a teaching degree at university, but then he spent his twenties as 

a soldier. After he left the Army, he worked in industry and then he decided to return to teaching so that he could 

work with people. He thinks that to teach is a worthy and important privilege. He believes that teachers play an im-

portant role in supporting children to become successful adults who live fulfilled, enjoyable lives.      

He is currently Head Master at Fulham Prep and has previously been Head at Cothill House School in Oxfordshire.  

He also worked with an organisation called Future Academies, who run inner city London schools, and with the Nat-

ural History Museum on a project in the south west. 

His family are also pleased to move to Cranleigh.  He has two sons who are 19 and 17, one at Bath University and 

the other at Canford in the UVIth.  He also has a beagle dog called Gem, three chickens and they will be looking 

after the Wilson’s dog, Chyulu.  He likes all water sports, reading, walking, going to the theatre and seeing friends. 



Thomas C likes to do archery and wants to be a Scientist 
when he grows up. 

Liam R loves football and wants to be a professional sports-
man in the future. 

Sabin D is passionate about mountain biking and hopes to 
be in the Army one day. 

Ella B enjoys ice skating and wants to be a professional 
skater. 

Charlie P loves all sport and hopes to play rugby for Eng-
land.  

Joel B likes to build things and wants to be an architect 
when he is older.  

Mattie W enjoys climbing and wants to be a Marine   Biolo-
gist.  

Tom S loves riding and wants to be a show jumper. 

Reef M likes geography and wants to be a photographer as a 
career. 

The Buzz is written and edited by the Buzz editorial team, which includes Mrs Johnston and Mrs Schutte. We all meet 

once a week to prepare each term’s edition. We gather articles for each edition and pupils are allocated articles. Lots 

of research is carried out and interviews are often undertaken.  We also have to work to a deadline and that can be 

hard! We thought you would like to find out more about the people behind the words.  This term’s team are:   

 

 

This term we have five new gaps: Julianna, India, 

Cara, Tayne and Will. 

Julianna is from Colombia, and thinks being a gap is 

amazing, she doesn’t like it… she LOVES IT! She 

loves dancing, travelling and being with her family. 

She thinks the kids at CPS are amazing and finds the 

staff happy and helpful. When she has finished being 

a gap, she will return to Colombia to finish university.  

India is from Australia and she loves being a gap. In 

her spare time she enjoys doing art, sports, reading 

and watching movies.  She finds the kids at CPS 

lovely and welcoming. Next year, she is going to 

study at the University of Technology in Sydney.  

Cara is from New Zealand and she became a gap so 

she can learn more about primary school teaching. 

She enjoys sport and listening to music.  When she 

has finished being a gap she will be going back to 

New Zealand and will be going to university. 

Tayne is from South Africa.  He is a keen swimmer, but  also 

likes cricket, rugby and cars.  He also plans to go to universi-

ty next year. He has really enjoyed being a gap so far. 

Will attended CPS and Cranleigh School. He has been help-

ing us this term and now will be going travelling around  

Canada. 



At Cranleigh Prep School, we are lucky enough to have an en-

thusiastic group of Parent Reps who help support us. They are 

parents of pupils at school and there tends to be between two 

and five Reps for each year group. 

All parents are asked to volunteer for the role for their child’s 

year group. Reps tend to be in post for one year, but many en-

joy the role so much that they have volunteered for a second 

year. They are important in helping new families to integrate 

into the school community and they also provide an extra layer 

of support to the staff in organising events, especially involving 

the year group charities. Their role is to help to organise 

events such as coffee mornings and socials, as well as other 

events at Christmas or at the end of the Summer Term. The 

Reps for Form 6 also help to organise leavers events, gifts and 

the Leavers’ Book at the end of the year. 

All of the Parent Reps interviewed reported that they love be-

ing in this role and they would recommend it to other parents at 

Cranleigh Prep School.  

Mrs Marriott acts as a liaison point between staff and pupils.  

She also invites the Reps to eat at school, from time to time. 

Our School Council is made up of a group of pupils that are selected or nominated from each tutor group. It is these 

pupils’ job to go to a weekly meeting for their year group. The Lower School meet on a Wednesday, the Middle 

School on Thursdays and the Upper School on Friday afternoons. These meetings are chaired by Mrs Lewis, our 

Pastoral  Deputy Head, and meetings general-

ly take place in her office. 

At these meetings, the Council members dis-

cuss issues that their tutor group have raised. 

They then feedback information to the Forms. 

It is a excellent way for pupils to have a voice 

in school and make suggestions.  

At our recent school inspection, the inspectors 

wanted to speak to the School Council, as 

they realised that they were important part of 

the school community.  Recently they have 

discussed the possibility of a school garden, 

our charity events and, of course, they always 

love to talk about food! 

 



As with previous years, Form 6 pupils have once again had the opportunity to put forward for a wide 

range of scholarships. This year, we have been successful with a large number of awards already. 

On the sports field, Olivia M, Georgia L (our Head 

Girl), Josh T, Freddie F and Scott W all achieved 

hockey scholarships. Charlie P (our Head Boy) 

was given a rugby scholarship and Sam S was 

awarded an exhibition for rugby. Eve V-O received 

a netball scholarship and Will M recognised his 

polo talent with an exhibition. All of these sports 

awards were awarded by Cranleigh School. 

Not to be outdone, our musicians  worked hard in 

preparing for their scholarships. They achieved a 

100% award rate at Cranleigh School this year. 

Lily H and Hannah S were awarded music schol-

arships and well deserved exhibitions were also 

given to Jemima B, Herb D, Oliver W and Richard 

C. 

Max S was awarded a Design and Engineering 

scholarship . He showed a particularly impressive 

practical knowledge of design and engineering, 

particularly within naval engineering and car de-

sign. 

Charlotte R and Daisy L were both awarded art 

scholarships and Georgia A and Jemima B were 

awarded art exhibitions this year, to Cranleigh 

School.  

It is not only at 13+ that awards are made. This year 

Charlotte J-P sat for music and sports awards at 

Prior’s Field and she was awarded a scholarship in 

both of these disciplines.  

There are many more schol-

arships to be awarded next 

term, notably the academic 

and all rounder awards. 

We look forward to hearing 

more good news in the com-

ing months and good luck to 

all those pupils preparing for 

these awards. 



Cranleigh Riding for the Disabled is the Form 4 charity 

this year. Ten children from our year group went to visit 

their stables and riding school in February.  We are 

helping to raise money for their new facilities that have 

recently been rebuilt.  Emily said, ‘I enjoyed seeing how 

all their equipment works and how calm all the horses 

were.’ 

We watched the riding lessons and we were amazed at 

just how good the pupils were at riding. We saw the 

tack room and saw the adapted equipment, such as 

foot baskets and loops in the reigns.  

Nine horses all have new stables and they seemed to 

like their new homes, even though they were very hun-

gry at lunchtime! We also met the volunteers who help 

every Saturday. They are finding the new building much 

warmer and they all enjoy sharing cakes and biscuits 

together after the lessons. We are all looking forward to 

raising even more money for this great local charity. 

This term, for the first time ever, Cranleigh Prep took a 

trip to the famous velodrome at Herne Hill.  On two oc-

casions, Mr Simpson and a group of keen CPS cyclists 

took to the road.   

On arrival, all pupils were fitted with a bike and 

strapped in; we had to wear special shoes which hook 

on to the pedals.  We were then given instructions and 

tips on the best way to navigate the velodrome.  It was 

a lot harder than you would think, even though you only 

had to turn left! 

Pupils were divided into smaller groups, based on their 

size and speed.  We were taught about how to slip 

stream and race.  We also had to get used to the bikes.  

There were no brakes, so you had to hold on to the 

side rail to stop.  We did lots of racing and lots of falling 

over.   

Overall, we had a couple of great days out and we look 

forward to similar trips in the future. Thank you to Mr 

Simpson for organising these trips for us this term. 



One dark day, there was a tarantula and a Goliath birdeater spider. 

They lived in the Madagascan rainforest sheltering under a traveller’s    

plant, from the bitter storm. 

As they watched the lightning destroy more and more of the rainforest, 

the Goliath birdeater spider challenged the tarantula to an eating com-

petition. “Whoever catches the most animals wins,” he said.  

The tarantula accepted the challenge. 

So, the tarantula clambered up a tree, jumped off it and managed to 

catch five mosquitoes. Then, he caught another ten mosquitoes and, finally, another five. 

The Goliath birdeater spider had only caught one harpy eagle in the same time. The tarantula had won 

the challenge by catching the most animals. 

The prize for winning the challenge was to be in charge of the whole 

rainforest. So, the tarantula ruled the entire rainforest for many years . 

The Goliath birdeater spider realised that size does not matter. 

In a dim, damp jungle lived four friends: Isabelle, Spotty, Lucy and 

Alexander.  However, this was no ordinary jungle; it was a magical 

jungle.  The stream rippled softly through the rainforest and bounced 

off the stones like sound waves.  You could smell the fresh, luscious 

water in the air, mixed with a sweet scent of flowers.  The trees 

overhung like an old lady bending down.  In the distance, the sky 

touched the mountains and the fog kissed the land. 

One day, the four friends decided to play some music.  They loved 

to play music to accompany the birdsong and they wanted to let the 

notes drift through the trees.  However, Isabelle could not find her 

harp!  She was so worried and she looked everywhere in the whole 

forest.  Where could it be? 

Finally, the friends looked in the cave and saw some cute, fluffy bun-

nies.  The harp was there!  Who would have known that these lovely 

animals would have taken it.  As soon as they could, the friends took 

the harp and the bunnies to have a big musical parade.  They shook 

their fluffy tails like never before and played their music looking at 

the sky overhead. 
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On the 8
th
 February, some lucky Form 5 pupils departed from 

Heathrow airport for an eight and a half hour flight to Kenya, 
Nairobi. When we arrived, we went to Peponi House School 
where we were welcomed by our host families.  
 
The next day, we went to school for 11am for a fun day and 
followed by an overnight stay at Sanctuary Farm . There we 
went on a scavenger hunt and we were also taught how to 
make a fire in the wild.  
 
After that exciting trip, we spent three days at Peponi House 
School. On one of these days, we visited their Form 5 charity 
called Kamili, which helps people with their mental health.   
 
During their half term, we all went away with our host families to 
some of the amazing game parks including the Masai Mara or 
Samburu. One of our group even went to visit Zanzibar. 
 
Our final visit was to the elephant sanctuary and giraffe centre. 
It was an amazing experience to see the elephant orphans, 
feed the giraffes or even kiss them!  
 
We had such an amazing time. Thank you so much, Mr French 
and Mrs Sanders. 

Cranleigh Prep’s World Book Day was another action 

packed day.  Pupils and staff dressed up as their fa-

vourite book characters and brought in second hand 

books to donate to a charity called Delight.  During the 

day, there were lots of activities: Mrs Fenton’s Book 

Quiz was a favourite; pupils had to link books to 

doors; children explored the links between books and 

films; some pupils made audio books, and others 

learnt how to write mystery fiction.   

A highlight of the day were the presentations by the 

amazingly talented illustrator and author Chris Riddell, 

who was UK Children’s Laureate 2015-2017. He ex-

plained how he became an author and an illustrator.  

He drew some amazing pictures of pupils, famous 

people and himself.  He was so clever to talk and 

draw at the same time. 

 

A local author, Jeremy Elson spoke to the Upper School about his 

experiences of publishing his first book, ‘Frank Penny and the Mys-

tery of Ludlow Hums.’   

Mrs Schutte, Head of English, said “It was great to see how excited 

our children are about books. So many of them have an amazing 

love for reading, which we are always encouraging at Cranleigh 

Prep School.” One of the 6th Form pupils also said “I believe World 

Book Day is one of the most wonderful times of the school year as 

we all get to explore the world that lies beyond the front cover.”  



 

 

 

 

  

 

Horse riding is growing in popularity at Cranleigh Prep 

School. During the half term break, several teams com-

peted at Bury Farm in the NSEA Jumping with Style 

Championship qualifier. This is a form of indoor event-

ing where competitors jump over a variety of fences 

whilst being awarded a style mark by an independent 

judge. Tom and Rory S were in the team that won the 

70cm event and qualified for the National Champion-

ships to be held in October.  

The Cranleigh riding team also retained their Surrey 

title in the 70 and 80cm events and qualify for the 

NSEA County Championships to be held at Bury Farm 

in April. We wish Tom and Rory S and Issy H the best 

of luck in this competition. 

The U11 Boys hockey team came third in the 

South Championships and qualified for the  

IAPS Nationals at Tonbridge on 21st March. 

The U13 Boys hockey team qualified for the 

IAPS Nationals at Millfield on 20th March. 

Both the U12 and U13 Girls netball teams qual-
ified for the IAPS netball national finals. The 
U12 girls achieved a bronze in the plate com-
petition. 

The U10 Boys Hockey team achieved a bronze 

in the Surrey Hockey tournament. 

Our cross country teams have had success at 

both the Eagle House and Ardingly meets. At Ea-

gle House, the U13 Boys and U12 and U13 Girls 

won their team event. At Ardingly, Cranleigh were 

2nd overall with Charlie P and Charlotte B being 

voted ‘Runner of the Day.’ 

Jamie T and Kyarra S qualified for the Surrey 

Swimming Championships. Jamie achieved a 

hat-trick of gold medals and is now Surrey 

champion for 50m freestyle. Kyarra also per-

formed very well in qualifying for four sprint fi-

nals. Jamie has also posted the second fastest 

100m freestyle time this year for his age group. 

We are so excited that our U10A hockey coach, Mr Carson, has been 

selected to represent Wales in the Commonwealth Games hockey tour-

nament in Australia in April.  

Mr Carson first started playing hockey with his Dad. He was a Design and 

Technology teacher and, because Mr Carson was so little, he sawed 

down a larger wooden hockey stick so that it would be the right size for 

him to learn to play.    

He will represent Wales as he went to University in Cardiff for 3 years. He 

plays centre forward and he loves to score goals. The Welsh team will be 

wearing a red and black kit in this tournament. The first game will be on 

the 5th April in a strong group which also includes Pakistan, India and 

England. Although Wales are not the strongest team in the group, he 

hopes to win at least one game. Mr Carson’s favourite skill is the reverse 

stick hit, which he says is very useful for a centre forward.  

Good luck Mr Carson—we’re cheering for you all the way! 
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