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1.  Introduction 

The school wishes to meet all the needs of all pupils through the provision of a balanced, comprehensive 

and coordinated curriculum, within which teaching about personal and sexual relationships can occur.  

2.  Aims  

 To encourage communication by providing an acceptable vocabulary for discussing sexual 

matters without embarrassment or offence  

 To provide accurate and appropriate information at each stage in a pupil’s development and to 

assist all pupils in understanding their own and other’s sexual and emotional selves  

 To provide this information within a moral framework 

 To encourage pupils to appreciate the value of a stable family life, marriage and the 

responsibilities of parenthood 

 To encourage pupils to develop considered values based on a moral code which will enable them 

to lead healthy, happy and emotionally stable lives now and in the future 

 To promote in pupils self-esteem, respect for themselves and others and appreciation of the need 

for both sexes to act responsibly 

 To inform parents in advance of the content of lessons that will deal with sexual matters so that 

they may withdraw their child if they so wish. 

3.  Practice and Procedure  

Sex education is coordinated essentially by the Head of Science in consultation with the Head of PSHE 

(LEARNING for LIFE), Headmaster and Director of Studies to ensure the overall planning and 

implementation of the programme.  Within the younger year groups of the school, matters of sex 

education are dealt with at an age appropriate level and children’s natural curiosity is addressed.  

Parents have a primary responsibility in this area; the School’s role is to complement and enhance the 

parents’ role, not usurp parental responsibility in these matters. 

4.  Teaching and Learning  

Delivery is through the Science and PSHE (LEARNING for LIFE) curricula and may also come about 

through the discussion of moral and ethical issues, which may arise from apparently unrelated topics in all 

academic subjects. As long as discussion takes place within the context of the subject it will not be 

considered as part of the sex education and therefore not subject to the parental right of withdrawal.  

The following topics will be included, as appropriate to the pupils’ age, development and needs: 

• Puberty and other life stages 

• Human reproduction 

• Respect for self and others 

• Peer and cultural pressure 
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5.  Differentiation/Inclusion  

All pupils are included in this policy and the differentiation is carried out in accordance with the school 

academic policy and that of the Science department.  

Gender specific issues are taught in mixed teaching groups in Science lessons. There may be times, 

however, when it is appropriate to have tutorials with either just boys, or just girls (see below – sessions 

with matron) 

6.  Assessment and Record Keeping  

There is no formal assessment in LEARNING for LIFE but in Science lessons the assessment policies 

and record keeping procedures are followed as set out in the Science departmental handbook.  

7.  Staffing and Resources  

All Science teachers are involved in the delivery of sex education. LEARNING for LIFE teachers and 

Form Tutors are involved in the delivery of lessons which concern respect for others and relationships. 

The senior matron is involved in the delivery of LEARNING for LIFE in the Prep School, with sessions run 

for girls. These are opportunities for the girls to ask questions in a relaxed and informal setting about 

periods in particular.   

Boys are given similar opportunities for questions and discussions in sessions led by a male member of 

the Science department. 

The School’s policy on Confidentiality should be read in conjunction with this policy. 

Policy reviewed annually.  

Last reviewed May 2017.  

S D Gravill/ E F Lewis.  

Deputy Head, Pastoral 

 


