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The Form 2 Huts will be demolished next term and will be replaced 
with a new learning centre. The huts have a long history at the Prep 
School.  Our old History teacher, Mr Henderson, has told us that, 
when he started in 1976, the huts were two classrooms, divided by a 
prefects’ room, where the prefects spent break and listened to music. 
Mr Howard’s classroom was on one side (our 2S); Mr Freegard was in 
the other room (our 2R). When the Ferrier was built in 1984; Mr Free-
gard’s room became a table tennis room and Mr Howard’s room 
housed the Form 6 scholars.  

In 1986, Mr Batchelor remembers being taught to tell the time by Mr 
Howard in the classroom we know as Mr Stroud’s. Mr Batchelor also 
recalled coloured disks being hung outside the huts, telling the chil-
dren how to spend their break. The black disc meant stay inside (wet 
weather) and the green disc meant pupils could go outside, after they 
changed their shoes. Overall, it’s the end of an era for ‘the huts,’ but 
we’re excited about the new building and the future development of 
our school. 

FAREWELL TO THE FORM 2 HUTS 
By Freddie M, 6Ho 

The New Build will be starting in the Lent term. The wooden huts, which have been at the Prep School for 60 years, 

will be replaced with a brand new teaching block. Not only will we have new 

classrooms and Form rooms, we will also have new CDT and FT rooms.  

Due to Lower School Science now being taught, we will need an extra sci-

ence lab too, so we will now have three fantastic new Science labs. The 

long term effects of this new build are very positive: there will be more 

space, less movement between lessons, a place for parents to meet and the 

Roulston will be used for its proper purpose, as an Art block. It will, however, 

be a bit disruptive whilst the ‘builders are in’, even though the site will be  

safely sealed off. The builder’s yard will be in Mr Wilson’s garden! 

We will keep you updated on building progress over the course of next year. 

       By Moog C,  6Ho 

NEW BUILD IN THE NEW YEAR 

Mr Stroud & Mrs Reed are on the move 
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What do you enjoy doing in your spare time? 

I enjoy spending time with my family but I also spend a lot of 
time planning and marking. I enjoy going to the beach for 
walks,  watching films and going out for a coffee. 

What is your favourite thing about Cranleigh Prep ? 

I love the fact that everyone pulls together in a team effort. It 
is busy but happy and the children make this a great envi-
ronment to work in. 

What is the role of the Director of Studies? 

My role is to deal with educational enrichment and scholar-
ships. I analyse the Upper School results and assist with 
curriculum development. In the future I will also be looking at 
and analysing our new timetable. 

How do you feel about being offered this new job? 

I feel really proud to be taking on this role and I am looking 
forward to the challenges ahead. 

Does your new role mean that you will no longer being 
teaching Maths? 

No! I am still teaching four maths sets. 

L to R:  Mr Preece, Mr Perry and Mr Carson 

AN INTERVIEW WITH...MRS PAKENHAM-WALSH 
DIRECTOR OF STUDIES, CRANLEIGH PREP SCHOOL 

By Tom Nicholas, 6Ho 

Mrs Pakenham-Walsh 

Mr Carson is our new hockey coach at CPS. He has previously taught 
at Wellington College in his Gap year. He studied Sport and Physical 
Education at Cardiff University and played hockey at university and 
for Wales. He actually came 3 days late for the start of term because 
he had just won round one of the World League Hockey Tournament. 
Mr Carson enjoys the “very friendly” atmosphere and we look forward 
to seeing him around the school more. 

Another new member of the Common Room is Mr Preece. He teach-
es Science in the Lower School and assists Form 5 and 6 Maths. He 
has previously taught at Cranmore Prep School, Amesbury School 
and Caterham Prep School. He enjoys  the happy and friendly pupils, 
the supportive staff and the doughnuts! He enjoys cricket, golf, walk-
ing in Scotland and yoga in his free time. He would like the pupils to 
know about his love of History, his upbringing in Scotland and Cana-
da and his devoted past support of Ayr Football Club (a rival of East 
Fife FC!) 

Mr Perry is our new Head of Art. We look forward to enjoying more 
lessons and inspiring artwork. The things he cares for are teaching, 
culture and the environment. He has previously taught at Elstree 
School and he has also taught in Disney’s Development Schools! 

Miss Moore is leaving us 
at the end of this term to 
take up a teaching post 
at  Thomas’ Clapham. 
We will all miss her and 
wish her all the best in 
her new school. 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW STAFF 
By Moog Clyde, 6Ho 

FAREWELL TO 
MISS MOORE 
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 THE BUZZ EDITORIAL TEAM 2016-17 

Who are the members? 

This year, there are seven pupils who make up The Buzz editorial 
team.  In addition, we have Mrs Johnston and Mrs Schutte who help 
us.  We have updated the format of our newspaper this term and hope 
that you like the new look. 

Let’s meet the new team : 

 

Freddie:  My hobbies are numismatics (collecting coins) and collecting antiques. I find that it is a great skill to 
know about coins, as they play a vital part in History. I also enjoy constructing model railways. It would be very 
hard for me to choose my favourite subject, as I enjoy them all! 

Ollie A:  I enjoy playing sports but, in particular, ones that involve playing as a team. I decided to take part in writ-
ing The Buzz because I thought that it sounded exciting to write for a newspaper. My favourite subjects are Art and 
Maths. 

Max:  My hobbies are playing sport because it’s fun and you learn good skills like teamwork and achieving a goal. I 
wanted to be a part of The Buzz because I really want to encourage the whole school community to read it.  I also 
want to know to know what happens around our school. 

Tom:  I wanted to be part of The Buzz team as I thought it would be a great life skill to learn how to write and edit a 
newspaper. My favourite subject is History because I find it very interesting, but I also enjoy Maths. I like all sports 
but my favourite would have to be hockey. 

Moog:  I wanted to be a part of The Buzz so that I could share information about our school. I have many interests 
that include sport, general knowledge and music (in particular jazz). I hope to go to a top university, such as Ox-
ford, and study the subjects that I love. 

Ollie S:  Drama is a massive hobby of mine because it allows me to express my creativity. I wanted to be in the 
Buzz team so that I could learn more about publishing and being a journalist. 

Naalini: I wanted to be a part of The Buzz because it allows me to be able to see lots of things happening in the-
school that I may not otherwise know about. My favourite subjects are Maths and Science, as they are very logical 
and they don’t involve hard essay questions! 

From Sunday 31st October until early on Monday 
14th November, we welcomed the arrival of a group of ex-
change students from Peponi House School in Nairobi, 
Kenya. These 11 students, and their teachers, had a great 
time in our school community, experiencing our firework 
display, visiting London, spending time at school and being 
part of their hosts’ families.  They taught us about life in 
Kenya and bought a special sparkle to school.  In Febru-
ary, CPS students will be visiting Peponi House, as part of 
the exchange.  We can’t wait to report on the experiences 
they have! 

VISITORS FROM KENYA JOIN US THIS TERM 
By Tom N and Joe W, 6Ho 

By Tom N, 6Ho 
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SHAKESPEARE SCHOOLS FESTIVAL 
By Naalini B, 6Ho 

HOW TO SOLVE A MYSTERY            

On the 14th of November a group of Form 6 
pupils took part in the annual Shakespeare 
Schools’ Festival, in Leatherhead.  

They performed a modern re-take of the 
tragedy ‘King Lear’, and several weeks of 
rehearsals, it finally paid off. Sean H starred 
as the protagonist, who is driven mad by 
confusion over which of his daughters love 
him the most, and Caitlyn B (Form 3) 
opened the show with a show with a dance 
to original music composed by Mr. Dixon.  

‘Shout-outs’ to the technical crew are also 
due, as they helped bring the whole play 
together in what was an amazing perfor-
mance. 

This term the Middle School have been working hard, 
preparing for their end of term production, Mystery at 
Magpie Manor. It was performed on the nights of the 
5th and the 6th of December and was a great success, 
drawing a full house on both nights. 

Mystery at Magpie Manor is a story of a theft of the 
‘Pica Pica Silver Pitcher with the Magpie Picture’ 
which is solved by Agatha Christie, the celebrated 
writer.  

This performance included a variety of different char-
acters, including Rory G (Magpie Mac) with his brash 
Scottish accent and Annabel P with a perfect Ameri-
can accent (playing the famous movie star Honey 
Devine.) 

Some of the highlights of the play were Matty W with 
his solo devoted to winning the hand of Honey Devine, 
as well as Scribble and Blot’s amusing personalities 
(played by Will S and Toby D). 

A big ‘thank you’ to Mr Waller and Mrs Everett for or-
ganising the whole event and preparing props and 
costumes (which were typical of the 1920’s). In addi-
tion, the Creative arts team were a great help in or-
ganising the children and helping Mr Johnson with the 
technical side of the production. We are also indebted 
to Mrs Beddison for her  expert musical direction. 

By Edward T. and Ollie W, 6Ho 

Rafe A plays Edmund 
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PROUD PATRON :CLIFF McNISH 

FPQ FOR FORM 5 
The ‘shape’ of our day changed this 
year.  Games is at a different time and 
some lessons are longer than others.   

One of the main differences, is that we 
now have Priority Time.  This is a time 
at the end of the day when pupils have 
the chance to enjoy extra-curricular 
activities such as Card Games, Brain 
Teasers and Airfix Modelling. Mrs 
Beddison, who organises Priority 
Time, says that “it helps students have 
downtime and be able to partake in 
hobbies and music.”  

Naalini, in Form 6, says, “the fifty mi-
nute lessons allow everyone to get 
longer to learn.” Ollie, in Form 5, has 
taken up German on a Tuesday priori-
ty time.  He says, “It is fun and exciting 
learning a new language.”  

This year, for the first time, Form 5 is following a course of study 
called the Foundation Project Qualification (FPQ), lead by Dr John 
Taylor (Cranleigh Schools’ Director of Learning) and assisted by Mrs 
Awwad. It is intended to develop children’s skills in independent en-
quiry. Mrs Awwad said that she “looks forward to reading some really 
good projects, as people have worked very hard.”   

The pupils seem very enthusiastic about their projects.  Freddie F, 
whose title is, “Why do men get paid more in sport then woman?” said 
he is “passionate about the subject” and that he loves “learning inter-
esting facts.”  Jemima B 
felt that it “lets the stu-
dents find out different 
things out of the class-
room.”  The FPQs will be 
completed at the end of 
the year, after which a 
review will be carried out.   

 

 

By Oliver S,  5A 

What does it mean to be Patron of Reading? 
I love the idea of being a supporter of reading. ‘Patron’ sounds 
rather grand, too, and in a way it genuinely is, since the word 
comes from the Latin patronus, meaning a  ‘protector or defend-
er.’ That makes me sound (slightly) like Batman and other super-
heroes, so I’m not complaining.  
 
Are you a Patron of other schools? 
I am not. Cranleigh is my own sole charge and duty of care. 
  
What are your impressions of Cranleigh Prep?  
I think the entire school is wonderfully alive to reading and litera-
ture. Your library is great, and so is the ethos of the school.  
 
Who do you write for and what are your books? 
I’ve written fourteen (I think, I lose count sometimes) published 
novels so far. Some, like my Doomspell Trilogy and Going Home, 
are for middle grade (7-12 year-olds); others like The Hunting 
Ground, Angel and Savannah Grey, are for Young Adult readers. 
But I also toy with picture books. And I’ve written one or two 
small pieces of adult horror and some film scripts.    
  
Are you looking forward to coming back in January? 
No, I’m not looking forward to it at all ... it will be AWFUL ... What kind of question is that? Of course I am! Just 
make sure that everyone is lined up to meet me outside with heads bowed low. I’d like an honour guard when I 
enter the school if possible as well. Plus a carpet. Not a red one. That’s tacky. Maybe magenta. And order in 
plenty of tea bags, as I drink loads. And remember that I prefer to be clapped at least every ten minutes while 
I’m in school, even if I haven’t said anything clever or funny in the last ten minutes. It keeps my confidence up. 
Seriously, guys, I’m really looking forward to seeing you in 2017! Until then ... keep reading!       

OUR NEW DAY 
By Freddie M, 6Ho 
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On our Form 2 Maths day, we were studying 2D and 3D 
shapes. We thought it was going to be rather dull, but it 
turned out to be really exciting and brilliant. First, we had to 
design our shapes, including all measurements and the 
perimeter, before it could be signed off by a teacher. Once 
it had been checked, we were allowed to make it out of pipe 
cleaners and construction straws and a lot of PVA glue. We 
made an octagon, an irregular quadrilateral and a triangular 
prism. Once all the shapes had been made, we then rec-
orded the properties of the shapes and turned it into a 
Vimeo video. The Maths day was definitely one of the best 
days at school!  

3D MATHS COMES ALIVE   
By Lara P and Leah S, 2R 

 

The Form 1 pupils always seem so full of joy!  They remind me of when 
we had just joined the school.  So, how does it feel to be in Form 1?  We 
decided to ask them:  Arthur A said, “it’s very different as there are lots 
more people and sports are a lot more fun.” Wren H-D really likes Cran-
leigh Prep because “it has a pirate ship and everyone is very friendly.”  
Jack W’s favourite thing about Cranleigh is his “teacher who is great and 
he also likes the sports  because you get to run around”. James R loves 
“sport, especially the matches every Thursday.” Isaac B really likes his 
teacher and says that “school is really fun.”   

It’s great having a cheerful bunch of young ones to brighten up the day! 

A FIRST TERM AT          
CRANLEIGH PREP 

By Oliver A, 5A 

TUDOR FUN 
By Emily W, 3M 

Form 3 gathered in the Wyatt Hall on Saturday 8th 
October in order to take part in Tudor activities, in-
cluding crown making, creating Tudor roses, Shake-
spearean acting and creating monarch portraits. One 
activity that I enjoyed was making  life sized collage 
portraits of Henry VIII and his daughter, Elizabeth I. 
Each group of pupils added to the portraits through-
out the morning. Mr Batchelor really enjoyed this ac-
tivity and said that they turned out really well. 

The final part of the day included Tudor singing and 
dancing. Mrs Beddison had taught us a song called 
‘Truth about the Tudors’ and then we learned a Tu-
dor dance to finish the entertainment. 
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This term in boarding we have enjoyed an array of different activities from 
roller discos to fireworks and  a hog roast. We love to come up to the 
boarding house at the end of the day and have time to relax after hard 
work at school, and every evening we always have a different activity. 
Some of our favourites include ‘German Spotlight’ and using the Xbox.  

As a special treat in the first half of term we had a roller disco; a company 
came in and filled the Wyatt Hall with flashing lights and blaring tunes. 
Some of the boarders described it as ‘the highlight of their term.’ We had 
fizzy drinks and crisps and it was certainly a night to remember. 

At the beginning of the second half of term we were joined by some ex-
change students from Kenya who were welcomed warmly to our boarding 
house. It was lovely to get to know them and we enjoyed playing games 
with them in the Ikea room as well as sharing Halloween and Bonfire Night 

with them. 

On the Thursday before Bonfire Night we had a delicious 
hog roast next to the fire and then watched some spectacu-
lar fireworks put on by Mr Critchley. We also went inside a 
fire truck and turned the sirens on. Grace C described it as 
‘an extravagant evening.’ 

We thoroughly enjoy boarding and it’s like our second home. 
We love to take part in some of the amazing activities on 
offer or even just have a time to be able to relax and chill.  

The Michaelmas term began with a flourish with the Chapel Choir performing 
in the Start of Term service. Even before term had even officially started, they 
all showed great commitment to the group by coming in and rehearsing on ‘kit 
check day.’ From then on they have performed  in both the Harvest and Re-
membrance services and, finally, performing in the Autumn Concert along-
side many other choirs, bands and orchestras. 

Another busy musical ensemble has been the Chamber Choir. This is a 
group of Form 4, 5 and 6 pupils who are among the most talented pupils 

when it comes to singing. This term they have performed at Saint Nicholas’ Church in Cranleigh where they sang 
alongside with acts from Cranleigh Senior School, and in Rowley’s Day Care Centre when they distributed the 
food we collected to the residents after our Harvest festival. 

Another group of children in the school who have participated in musical activities are the Music Scholars in Form 
5 and 6 who performed in a concert at the beginning of term. It was an amazing to have so many talented musi-
cians performing together, playing such a variety of pieces from Fur Elise to a Tarantella. 

However, it is not just the older pupils that participate in musical events. The Lower School had the good fortune 
to listen to fabulous brass quintet in the ‘Inner City Brass Concert Series. 

 

MUSICAL MOMENTS THIS TERM 
By Naalini B, 6Ho 

         BONANZA OF BOARDING ACTIVITIES 
By Boau-Lilly S, 6Ho 

Bonfire night 
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Siena K and Matilda H are this year’s hockey captains. I re-
cently interviewed Siena, who expressed her thoughts on 
the season. She most enjoys the team efforts towards the 
sport and celebrating with her teammates after scoring bril-
liant goals. She started  playing hockey because she wanted 
to try it out and it has obviously turned out well for her. Siena 
only started at 10 years old at the SJB academy, so it is 
clear that she has progressed well in the sport. It has been 
an honour for Siena to be joint captain with Matilda, and it 
means a lot to them both to lead the team through defeat 
and success.  They noted, “Everyone’s effort in the team 
and determination to win every game is truly incredible and 
the teams’ rapid development has also been amazing. The 
team spirit is also brilliant, and the group is able to quickly 
pick themselves up after any defeat.” The team came third in 
IAPS nationals following a win at regionals without conced-
ing a single goal or short corner. The U13A team has ex-
celled this term under their leadership. 

  

The captain of football this term is Finn T. He has lead 
the first team to great success this year. He enjoys be-
ing outside and doing what he loves most with his  
friends. He loves being part of a team and working with 
his players to perform good football. As soon as he had 
watched his first football match, he immediately fell in 
love with the sport. The captaincy means a lot to him 
because he has had worked really hard to achieve it 
and he loves leading the team through defeats and vic-
tories. At the end of the season, Finn expressed his 
views on the team’s overall performance: the team has 
‘improved throughout the season’ and he has ‘loved the 
experience of playing and leading them.’ They have 
played really well together, and the improvement has 
lead to hard-fought victories. This was visible when 
Finn led the team to a successful win, over Shrewsbury 
House in the IAPS regional tournament, after losing to 
them in the final of the Feltonfleet tournament, two 
weeks earlier. 

By Max C, 6Ho 

The swim squad are off the blocks with a strong start this term, having won all 
their galas. Some new additions to the team have helped us with our winning 
records. A notable highlight for the squad was the hat-trick of trophies earned 
at the Cranleigh Amateur Gala on 13th November. We retained our Girls team 
trophy as well as winning the Boys trophy and the Overall Team Shield. 

Some pupils in Forms 4-6 were invited to attend the Surrey’s Secondary 
Schools Relay Gala with the Cranleigh senior squad. Overall, the Cranleigh 
senior squad girls came home with bronze. 

Then came everyone’s favourite: House Swimming!  Everyone swam with 
great passion and with vocal support from every house, Clubs came first with 
179 points, over 50 points ahead of diamonds. Hearts placed third with 
Spades in fourth place. What a hugely successful house swimming it was! 

MEET OUR CAPTAINS 

MAKING A SPLASH 
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