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Happy birthday your majesty 

This year, Queen Elizabeth II celebrates her 90th birthday! To com-
memorate this achievement, Cranleigh Prep School threw her a spe-
cial 90th birthday tea party. Although the Queen’s actual birthday 
was on the 21st April, her official birthday was on the 11th  June - so 
that was why our tea party was held on 27th  May and not in April. 

In preparation for this event, everyone made a crown, from a long 
strip of cardboard, to wear during the tea party and many also made 
mini flags, to decorate our cupcakes. 

The tea party started as we came out of the Summer Concert; the 
quad was magically transformed, with Union Jack bunting hanging 
up everywhere and tables decorated with plates of food. 

In royal style, we dined on sandwiches, crisps and  summer fruit 
with cream and meringue, before eating our red, white and blue 
cupcakes, kindly baked by the catering staff. 

Afterwards, once all the food was eaten and it was time to go home, 
Form 6 tidied up all the mess and put the tables away, to get the Per-
ry Quad back to its normal self.  

Overall, we had an amazing tea party to celebrate an amazing event, 
which we will remember for years to come. Thank you to Mrs 
Gravill for organising this extravaganza and to the catering staff for 
making all the delicious food.   

By Millie W,6S 
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 An Interview with…. Mr Hedley 
 

What is your official title ?  

“ I am the Site Coordinator at Cranleigh Prep School.” 

What do you do at Cranleigh ?  

“Setting up exam rooms and stages. I also move furniture 
and boxes. I fix and repair items. I plan future events for the 
calendar. In fact, I do many, many things that help to ensure 
the smooth running of the school.” 

What is your best memory of working here?  

“There are so many that it is too hard to choose.” 

What do like to do in your free time?  

“I am part of a choir called Octavian Singers.” 

What is the best part of your job ? 

“ I feel a lot of satisfaction if I am able to help people imme-
diately.” 

What did you do before working for Cranleigh? 

“I worked as a Care Assistant in an old people’s home.” 

What one thing would you want to change about 
the school? 

“I think it is very important to have an ethos about helping 
other people. I would always choose a job that involves 
working with, and helping, other people.” 

 

 

Are you looking forward to doing all the build-
ing work for the new building? 

“I can’t wait. There’s lots of work for it to come and I 
am sure that it’s going to be a very successful building.” 

 

 

By Georgie M, 6Ha 

Mr Headley, Site Coordinator 

The BBC Microbit is a brand-new idea which has been bought 
in by the Government. Each Year 7 pupil in the country has 
been supplied with a Microbit and the idea is to get young 
people around the UK to do some coding. Every Form 5 
pupil received their Microbit at the start of the Summer 
term. 

We think the whole Microbit system is a brilliant idea be-
cause it is all very well put together; it is simple and easy to 
use and the whole fact that it is free is an extra bonus! 

There are many tutorials on four types of coding including 
Java Script, Python, Touch  develop and Block Editor.  The 
system is flexible and means that you can use your Microbit 
outside of lessons too. You can, for example, use it as the 
coding side of your Robot for simple games such as Pac man 
and Rock, Paper, Scissors. Recently, we have been experi-
menting with our Microbits at home.  We have found inde-
pendently working with the Microbits very challenging, use-
ful and a lot of fun! 

   Form 5 get involved in the Microbit initiative 

By Digby W, 5F and Freddie M, 5P 



   
PAGE 3 SUMMER  2016 

   

Thirty two musicians from Cranleigh Prep School and Cranleigh School re-
cently spent a week visiting our sister school in Abu Dhabi: 

On Wednesday 12th of April,32 very tired and excited Cran-
leighans, accompanied by 5 staff members, arrived at Abu Dhabi 
airport and then boarded a coach to the Cranleigh Abu Dhabi cam-
pus, where we were picked up by our host families.   

After a good sleep, we were taken on a tour of the city and we visit-
ed the Grand Mosque - an appropriate name because it is huge! In 
the afternoon, we went to Saddiyat beach and spent time relaxing 
on the sand and playing in the sea.  

The following day was our first at school, which started with a 
morning of ‘bonding,’ with activities such as ‘no hand donut eating’ 
and a game of Frisbee. We practised our singing in the afternoon 
before an evening in the desert, riding camels, sand boarding, sand 
duning and having henna painted on our hands.  

On Saturday, we watched Mr Saxel and Hanna W’s  magnificent 
Concert and then on Sunday we had normal lessons (as the Emirati 
weekend is Friday and Saturday). It felt very strange having lessons 
on a Sunday morning! After more rehearsals, we then spent the 
evening with our very kind and welcoming host families.  

Monday was a day of manic rehearsals for the important, ensemble concert. This began with the joint CAD, CS 
and CPS band - the music was amazing and the whole performance ran like clockwork, with all of the performers 
remembering their words, even though many only saw the music for the first time a few days earlier. 

The following day was the last day of rehearsals before the big ‘Oliver’concert. We had lessons that morning, 
disturbed by about three fire alarms, which caused much confusion in the hall. We all must have sung ‘Consider 
yourself’ at least 20 times that day! 

Our final day was consumed with the Oliver performance. The performance itself was a triumph. It was amazing 
to be part of such a fabulous event. When the performance was over, we all said our sad goodbyes and went up 
to Mr Law’s balcony, to relax and enjoy the moment. We had a late flight, that was delayed, so we mostly slept 
all of the way home.  

The tune of ‘Consider yourself’ was still ringing in our ears when we arrived back at Heathrow Airport. Looking 
back on the trip now, I consider we had a unforgettable time; I consider that we were really made to feel ‘at 
home’ and I consider that Cranleigh Abu Dhabi really are ‘part of the family.’  

Cranleigh schools unite in Abu Dhabi 
By Imogen F, 6Ha 
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Form 2 in sticky situations  

“Mmmmm, this is so yummy!” Annie mumbled with a 
mouthful of chocolatey donut which sprayed lightly out 
of her mouth as she spoke. Suddenly, misty smoke bil-
lowed out of nowhere filling the room with its pungent 
scent. 

“What’s happening? I can’t see anything!” The girls 
yelled at the same time. A moment later they found 
themselves surrounded by the gorgeous fragrance of 
sweet, sugary donut…    

It was getting dark and grey clouds were forming above 
her; Sophie needed a shelter and quick. Suddenly, she 
saw a cave so she ran for it. It was pitch black with misty 
brown walls, which were damp, humid and smelt really 
bad! Suddenly, there was a crash and Sophie thought that 
she’d better get out. As she turned to sprint, the en-
trance closed up and she heard a loud rumbling noise 
from behind her. She froze and from the corner of her 
eye, she spotted a giant shadow of an angry bearded 
dragon…     

By Florence A, Lottie J-P, Ella C and Emily W 

Form 1 parrot poetry  



 

 

 

On Sunday 12th, Form 6 departed for Cornwall, for a week of surfing, relaxing 
and fun. It was after a 5-hour coach journey, split with a pit-stop mid way, that we 
arrived at the Outdoor Activity Centre, Bude, Cornwall, where we would be 
staying for the next 5 days to do fun activities such as abseiling, surfing, costal 
traverse, climbing, canoeing, windsurfing and a very long 6.6 mile costal walk. All 
68 children were spilt into 6 groups, for morning, afternoon and evening activites. 
The food was delicious and varied, from Cornish pasties to ‘spag bol.’ The instruc-
tors were very friendly, making us feel very welcome and sharing their expertise 
with us. If you needed help standing up on a surf board, or to help you get up a 
cliff edge, they would be there to help, with an encouraging smile and a joke. The 
tuck shop opened at lunch-time, signalled by a very long line of eager children 

waiting for chocolate and goodies. Evenings were fun, with lots of wet, muddy activities, and then we had a bit of free time be-
fore bedtime, in dorms of 2, 4 or 6.  We chatted for a while, but then drifted off to sleep, exhausted but very, very happy. 
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Surf’s up for form 6  
By Cecily H, 6G 

 

Form 5 bombard medieval york  
By Freddie M, 5P 

We started our trip at Helmsley Castle, which at its current state is a ruin. Thankfully the 
weather was kind and warm by the time we arrived at Byland Abbey for a good explore, 
followed by a spectacular Yorkshire afternoon tea. After a good night’s sleep at the YHA, 
we walked along the beautiful river Ouse into York. Our first stop was Clifford's Tower, 
followed by York Castle Museum, where we explored the WW1 and Victorian Sections, 
learning a lot on our way! In the afternoon, we visited the stunning York Minister, for a 
guided tour (my personal favourite part, was learning about the stained glass windows). 
After this busy day, everyone was happy to head back to the hostel for a good rest, as the 
assessment was the next day. A new day dawned and, after a bit of work, we set off to the 
National Railway Museum, where we saw the royal carriage which Queen Victoria used.  
We even were able to see the Flying Scotsman, before she departed southwards. Finally, 
we then went down to the River Ouse for lunch, before setting off for home, full of happy 
memories of a wonderful trip. 
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OUR LEAVING TEACHERS: Mr Storey and Mrs McNiven 

Mr Storey and Mrs McNiven 

On 4th April, Form 4 travelled to the Natural History Mu-
seum on a Science trip. We visited galleries such as the Gi-
ant Cocoon, the Dinosaurs and the Mammals.  

In the afternoon, we had an interesting lecture in the Atten-
borough Theatre where we learned about classification. We 
wore 3D glasses to make microscopic images come to life. 
We also held a giant model of the Museum’s squid (called 
Archie) and Mr Till got completely wrapped up in its tenta-
cles! The squid was over eight metres long. The Museum 
staff helped our understanding of how we classify animal 
species and they brought samples from their collection to 
help our understanding. It was a fascinating trip and we 
would like to thank Miss Gibson for organising it for us all. 

FORM 4 SCIENCE TRIP 

On a sunny afternoon in June, Form 3 boarded a coach to sing 
to the elderly at Cedar Court. We hopped off the coach excit-
edly, to be met by some soldiers who made us march, “Left, 
right, left, right.” When we arrived in the courtyard, we sang 
‘Keep the home fires burning.' We then listened to the Cana-
dian ambassador who made a short speech. After this, it was 
time for our second song of the day, which was the Canadian 
National Anthem ‘O, Canada.’ Then, after two more speech-
es, we sang out final song. At the end, we were given a pencil 
and badge by the Canadian ambassador and then we marched 
away with the soldiers back to the coach. 

The King’s Shilling 

Mr Storey has been teaching at Cranleigh Prep School for the last 
thirteen years. He is now moving to teach at Cranleigh Abu Dhabi 
with his wife, Debbie. He is going to miss all the friends that he has 
made in the Common Room and he will also miss all our wonderful 
facilities—not many schools have a dedicated outdoor area. The 
favourite part of his job has been ‘seeing children achieve things that 
they not believe they could.’ 

Mr Storey’s funniest memory was when he ‘made an idiot’ of him-
self when umpiring a cricket match.  By mistake, he caught a ball 
hit by the opposition to square leg! 

We are grateful to Mr Storey for developing all our outdoor facili-
ties, taking numerous expeditions and trips, both in the UK and 
aboard. We will all miss his unique sense of humour. 

Mrs McNiven has been teaching at Cranleigh Prep for fifteen years 
and has valued ‘seeing confidence and self-expression grow in every 
single child.’ She says that she will miss teaching Art, but plans to 
continue ‘being creative every day’ in her retirement. Her favourite 
memory is of the smell of etching ink and white spirit as the angels 
came off the printing press at Christmas. 

We will all indebted to Mrs McNiven for finding the ‘hidden artist’ 
in us all and we wish her a long and very happy retirement. 

By Imogen F and Georgie M, 6Ha 

By Eleanor Mand Charlotte R4J By Lucy M, 3M 
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Advice for next year’s 6th form: 

William W  Use your prep diary and do not lose it!               

Hermione H  Say “may I” instead of “can I” 

Dillon F Enjoy every moment 

Oscar P  Don’t fall asleep in class 

Georgie M  Don’t faint during a history exam 

Hugh H-C  It goes really quickly, make the most of it 

Vito T  CE isn't that bad! 

What is your favourite event at CPS? 

Jonah G  House cricket, of course 

Tiger T  I enjoyed the House Singing 

William R Sports Day is the best 

Jessica C  Charity Day is always lots of 
fun 

Sam T  Sports Day is the best 

Millie W  House Singing  is always 
memorable 

Luke C The Cornwall trip is a great end to the year. 

Best sports memory: 

Jacopo B Being in the 1st XV for rugby 

Sadhbh S  Being Netball captain 

Macca G  The whole Rugby season 

Imogen F  Being on the Riding team 

Madeline W Being selected as Tennis captain 

Cecily H The Hockey and netball IAPS 

Ambrose W  Playing for the 2nds rugby team 

Jamie G  Any game on the ‘5 a side’ 

 

 

 

 Our favourite memories of school: 

Jody T  Playing tennis at break 

Bella F The Abu Dhabi trip with the choir 

Alice W  Getting hit in the head by a rounder's ball 

Tiger C  Being with my friends 

Theodore V  Catching someone out in house cricket 

Eliza J  IAPS netball in 5th form 

Hugo W  Being the First’s football goalkeeper 

Luca L Playing Cricket for the 1sts 

Ben M  The Cornwall trip 

 

Where I go at break: 

Blake K  The tennis courts 

Isabelle D  The LFL room 

Oliver W  Top pitch 

Harry L  The leisure area 

Jack C  The Library 

William G Tennis courts 

Max A  Top pitch 

Form 6 Leavers 2016 FORM 6 LEAVERS 2016 
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‘The Buzz’ is printed on recycled paper 

Sports highlights 

 

  More Memories from form 6 leavers... 

 My favourite food at school:                                                                                 

Ruari J Fruit salad every day 

Benjamin A-J  Fish and chips 

Heather A  Pasta and tomato sauce 

Benjamin M  Curry on Mondays 

Alannah M Barbecues in the Summer 

Ella C  Fish and chips on Friday 

James P  Fruit salad for dessert 

Scarlet S  Curry and rice 

What is your favourite form you have been in? 

Joshua L  6Ha 

Louis C  5F 

Mark M  5F 

Skye M  6G 

Henry R  4C 

Jody T  6Ho 

Piers H  6G 

 

 

 

Which is your favourite classroom in school? 

 

 

What is your favourite lesson? 

Mark W CDT 

Max M  FT 

Jessica E  Art 

Jacob H  History 

Henry R  FT 

James G CDT 

James T  Maths 

Noah C  English 

Compiled by Cecily Herbert , 6G and Ambrose Witherspoon,6S 

Rachel S  LFL 

Charlie P Room 16 

Raphaella R  Room 14 

Nina R  Art room 

Max D Lovelace 

Cameron R Room 16 

Charlotte R  Art room 

8 pupils swam at IAPS nationals - all achieved 
personal best times 

IAPS Golf - Boys 8th in team overall.  James M 
6th in U10 boys (he is an U9) 

IAPS Sailing - 6 teams (2 at U11 and 4 at U13).  
Will G and Blake K finished 19th out of 56 
boats 

Maddie G has played tennis for Sussex and also 
qualified for IAPS National Athletics in 200m 
and Long Jump (4th July in B’ham) 

Francesca S picked for Sussex U13 cricket 

Raphaella R selected for U15 JRPC in hockey - 
a year early 

Matilda C 2nd in National Climbing finals 

Sam T selected for ISFA U14 National Prep 
School football squad 
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