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About every six years, independent schools get a visit from the inspectors! In 
the Michaelmas term, the Independent Schools Inspectorate came to visit us 
at CPS.  Their job was to see whether schools keep pupils safe and offer them 
the best opportunities.  A team of six inspectors were with us for four days 
and graded us on everything that we do from Teaching and Learning, to the 
spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of the children. The great 
news is that Cranleigh Prep School gained full marks in every area! 

The inspectors said that our teachers “identify and extend pupils’ strengths in a 
stimulating learning environment” in which “pupils achieve high standards.” 
They also said that we, the pupils, are “confident, articulate and exceptionally 
aware of the needs of others.” 

Mr Wilson said that he believes that the pupils and staff handled the inspection 
very well and that we welcomed our visitors warmly.  Cecily H, who was one 
of the students asked to show the inspectors all of her school books thought that 
it was, “ nerve-racking but exciting at the same time.” Mrs Gravill worked tire-
lessly to prepare for the inspection and she said, “I had hoped that the inspectors 
would see what an excellent school this is; with lovely children and a staff who 
give 150% to the school...and they did!” 

By Joss T ,6Ha and Millie W,6S 

EXCELLENT! 
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AN Interview with… 

Mr Manning and Mrs Batchelor 

Housemaster of Old House and Housemistress of School House 

What is the best part about being a housemaster? 

Seeing our pupils in a home environment. It is also nice getting to know 
the boarders better outside the classroom. 

If you could change one thing what would it be? 

I would make  boarders’ activities session longer. I would also like to  
have more ‘down time’ because school can be very busy at some times! 

What is the funniest thing that has happened at boarding? 

When we played the tasting game. It was the first turn when Sonny got 
given some banana to taste and he promptly threw up! 

Does your family enjoy living at school house? 

Yes, because we love the company of the boarders. We all particularly 
enjoy being able to join in the boarders activities after school and in the 
evenings. 

What’s it like never leaving school? 

 I see school as my home so it feels no different to me. School is home 
and home is school! 

What is the best part about being a housemistress? 

Being part of such a happy and friendly community; getting to know 
the girl boarders and seeing how they progress through the school. 

It is always lovely getting visits from old boarders. 

If you could change one thing what would it be? 

Whilst we love being in the heart of the school, it would be lovely to 
have our own private garden. The family really misses that. 

What is the funniest thing that has happened at boarding? 

The boarders talent shows over the years have produced some very 
funny moments - some of the girls impersonations have been hilari-
ous. I have also had some very interesting presents from Father Christ-
mas at the Boarders’ Christmas Dinner, including a squashed cat and    
alternative sign for my parking space! 

Does you family enjoy living at school house? 

We all love it. It’s so easy for everyone to get to school in the morn-
ing and Jemima  enjoys joining in with the boarding activities like ‘Fun 
Friday.’ 

What’s it like never leaving school? 

As well as being a Housemistress, I am also a practising Physiothera-
pist,  so I don’t spend all my time at school.  In the holidays, it’s a bit 
like having our own, massive country house, complete with tennis 
courts, an  astro-turf pitch and a golf course. 
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Getting to know the new gaps 

Brilliant boarding 

By Ambrose W, 6S 

On four Thursdays this term, small groups of brave explorers visited Sayers 
Croft to go caving. A new experience to most, but we all had a great time! 

After kitting up with helmets, knee pads and head torches, we went into a prac-
tice tunnel where we got used to the size and height of the tunnels. After this, 
we ventured into the full tunnels. There were many tight, twisty corners and 
small gaps to squeeze through. No-one got stuck, but we sometimes thought we 
would! Towards the end of the session, we played ‘cat and mouse.’ If you were 
caught by the cat, you had to turn the torch from full beam to flashing and you 
then also became another cat.  

On a different note, we were delighted to continue Photography Club.  Using 
blue and yellow cameras (like the prep school colours), we learnt how to take 
photos, using the right type of lighting and camera modes. 

As a special treat, a Kenyan lady, named Lydia, introduced us to African drum-
ming. She taught us how to put parts of a song together, working in different 
parts. We used various drums, including bongos. At the end, we merged all of 
our skills together to form a song. Despite being tricky, we eventually got the 
hang of it. At the end of the evening, we had the chance to watch the staff have a 
go - they clearly found it as difficult as we did! 

Finally, the school hired out the whole of Guildford Spectrum swimming pool 
for us to use on a Friday evening. We had a great time on the flumes, in the hot 
tubs, racing each other down the slides and playing in the waves!  

Thanks to all the staff, gaps and matrons for making boarding brilliant! 

As is our tradition at The Buzz, we were delighted to meet with our new ‘gaps,’ 
Miss Charlotte, Mr Juan, Mr Josh and Miss Hannah to find out more about them. 
We asked them the following questions: 

We know your names, but where are you all from? 

Whereas Mr Juan and Mr Josh are both South  African, Miss Charlotte is from Australia and 
Miss Hannah is from New Zealand. 

Although you probably don’t want to think about it yet, what do you plan to 
do after your year at Cranleigh? 

Miss Charlotte would like to follow the footsteps of her Dad and become a school teacher, 
whereas Miss Hannah is keeping her options open, but hoping to go to university in New 
Zealand. 

What do you most looking forward to doing during your year at Cranleigh?  

Mr Juan is looking forward to lots of new experiences, and Mr Josh is excited about the 
opportunities to travel. Miss Charlotte is ‘looking forward to having fun with the kids.’ and 
Miss Hannah is ’looking forward to embracing the school culture and learning to play Brit-
ish sports such as Fives and Rounders.’ 

We welcome them all and hope that they have a fantastic year at Cranleigh Prep! 

Clockwise from top right: Mr Josh, Miss 
Charlotte, Miss Hannah and Mr Juan 
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This term there has been a new ‘wake up call’ 
from a bell proudly sitting at the front of the 
Cooper block. This bell was made in the 1930’s 
and was the original school bell. It was re-discovered in the 
attic of School House by Mr Dave Wells, from Cranleigh 
Works Department, whilst the roof was being re-tiled  dur-
ing the Christmas holidays. 

Delighted with the exciting find, Mr Wells decided to make a 
beautiful wooden frame for the bell and mounted it on the 
Couper block. Every day, as a new tradition, the Head Boy or 
Head Girl now ring the bell, to announce the start of the day.  

  

Role model prefects 

L to R: Mr Wilson, Ollie W, Millie W and Dave Wells 

For the whole of this year so far, we have been using a new system to appoint Pre-
fects. With this new structure, pupils starts with working towards a Bronze Award,  
followed the Silver and then some will finally reach the Gold Award, which is the 
equivalent of a Prefect badge.  

Pupils can accumulate points based on lots of different areas of school life. Success in 
sport, performing in plays, scoring high effort marks in cards, being involved in school 
music and generally being helpful around school. All pupils are also given leadership 
opportunities, such as in the library, as a reading mentor or as part of the break-time 
team. Form 6 tutors, with help from Mrs Gravill and Mr Till, take all of these points 
and appoint the leadership awards, several times a year. 

Prefects are generally expected to be helpful around the school and for this, they re-
ceive various privileges. Being able to sit and chat in the LFL room during break time 
is a popular treat, as is receiving a Penguin once or twice a week, according to award. 
Each pupil can gain points from getting good grades which give you effort points for 
your house and more points towards your award.  

All of Form 6 have now been awarded their Bronze Leadership Award and many are 
working to their next badge. We currently have 10 Gold Award Prefects (pictured 
below, with Jess C who is not in this photograph) and are hoping to award more in the 
coming days!  

Interview with Charlotte R (Silver 
Award) 

1) What is good about this system? 

It helps me to understand what peo-
ple do around the school and gives 
me the opportunity to be responsi-
ble.  

2) Is it hard to gain points? 

No, there are lots of times to show 
leadership, you have to just have to 
keep working at it. 

3) Do you feel that it is a fair system 
and why? 

I feel that some people help out 
more than others and therefore 
deserve the leadership points. 

4) Do you think the new system 
should stay? 

Yes, because it’s fair and rewarding! 

For whom the bell tolls 

By Cecily H, 6G and Eliza J, 6S 

By Millie W (6S) 
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Let’s meet the head of CPS Abu Dhabi ... 
 

Mr.Simon Kenworthy, Head of the Prep School in Abu Dhabi, recently visited our school to meet us and learn about life 
in Cranleigh, Surrey. We caught up with him to ask him a few questions... 

At CPS, we love sport.  What sports do you do at Cranleigh Abu Dhabi? 

We do lots of sports at Cranleigh Abu Dhabi .However, the main sports are: Rugby, 
Football, Hockey, Netball and Swimming. 

We go to Chapel most days.  Do you have any sort of Chapel? 

No, because it is illegal to teach any other religions other than Muslim. 
However, there is a prayer room for the Muslim children that attend the 
school and we have assemblies, a bit like yours. 

Are there any lessons at CAD that we don’t have at CPS? 

Yes there are two lessons that CAD have that CPS do not have. These 
are Islamic Studies and Arabic. 

What inter house competitions do you have at CAD? 

We have lots of competitions a bit like you at CPS.  Recently, we have 
enjoyed House Sports, Singing, Cooking, Debating, Sketch off, Count-
down, Drama, Maths and a Pi recital (someone got to 400-ish digits!). 

Having recently joined CAD, have you worked at any previ-
ous schools? 

Yes, Cranleigh Abu Dhabi is the fifth school  that I have worked at. 

What is your favourite thing about Cranleigh Abu Dhabi? 

My favourite thing about living in Abu Dhabi is waking up and every 
morning it being sunny and warm. 

1. Get organised.  Make a revision timetable using the planners on 
the VLE, buy all your revision materials and revise for 20-30 
minutes at a time, then take a 5 minute break. 

2. Revise all of your subjects and topics. Don’t focus just on your 
favourite subjects. 

3. Use lots of different revision techniques to make your revision 
notes.  Try using index cards, flash cards, high-lighter pens, mind 
maps and Post-it notes. You could also record your notes on your 
phone or iPad, then listen back to them whenever you want. You 
could also get a friend to test you. 

4. Look after yourself. Allow yourself some fun-time each day to 
relax, get lots of sleep (at least 9-10 hours every night if you can) 
and eat superfoods for the brain! 

5. Believe in yourself and be positive. If you think you can succeed, 
you will! 

Get ready for the summer assessments…. 

Mrs McCormack, our Study skills teacher gives 5 top tips to help with your revision 

By Georgie M, 6Ha 

By Imogen F, 6Ha,  and Ambrose W, 6S  

Our Head Boy and Girl with Mr Kenworthy 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi7u4vShsPLAhWKNpoKHVM9CbkQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tdic.ae%2FTDIC%2Faboutus%2Fpages%2Fpartners.aspx&psig=AFQjCNFYGgzopLU25hGqbSzBGK0ql2ikwg&ust=14581436290143
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Maybe you want to be a lawyer, a banker or a solici-
tor?  Maybe you dream of being a tight-rope walker, a 
unicorn trainer or a deep-sea diver?  

Form 5 recently took part in the Royal Mail Letter 
Writing Competition, where they were challenged to 
write an application for their dream job. 

Our pupils submitted their letters of application, along 
with 100,000 others, nationwide and Ben C (5A) was 
awarded the title of South East Letter Writer of the 
Year 2016.  Along with this title, Ben was awarded 
£200 of high-street gift vouchers for himself and a 
cheque for £200 to be given to the school. Even more 
excitingly, however, Ben was also invited by BBC Ra-
dio Surrey and Sussex to speak about his win, live on 
air.  Ben told us that he “hoped to be a Chief Sports 
Architect” and never imagined he would be a winner 
of the competition. Ben’s application said that he had a 
great imagination and his idea’s would “blow your 
socks off!”  

Well done, Ben, the Royal Mail obviously agreed. 

‘Heroes of Faith’ has been the topic of focus and discussion in 

Chapel this term. A major highlight of this has been Tuesday 
Lower & Middle School Chapel, where different classes been 
given the responsibility to lead an assembly, introducing and 
teaching their peers about a specific hero.  

In Week 3 of the term, Form 2S performed a wonderful play 
about Noah and the Great Flood. The children enjoyed their 
modern retelling of the well-known classic story so much that 
they voted unanimously to record their performance in the style 
of a Hollywood blockbuster, through the use of green screens, 
CGI animation and a range of iPad film editing apps. 

Visit the school’s Vimeo page to view the children’s epic movie 
creation! https://vimeo.com/153474685  or use the QR code 
below. 

If you want to create your own Hollywood blockbuster then try 
using popular iPad apps such as iMovie, Green Screen by Do Ink and 
Action Movie by Bad Robot Interactive. 

FORM 2 know about Noah What’s your dream job? 

Dance spectacular 

Forms 1-3 enjoyed presenting their Curriculum 
Dance  presentations at the ‘Cranleigh’s got talent’ 
Dance Show. For Form 1 pupils this was their first 
dance show and they obviously enjoyed taking part as 
well as watching all the other performances. 

‘I really liked the Street Dance and the Modern. The 
Modern inspired me to try it out and I went to a class 
this week and loved it!’ Evie A 

‘I liked the way different peole did the different danc-
es and the way they dressed.’ Abi L 

‘I enjoyed the Form 2 Pirate Dance. It was really clev-
er when they made the pirate ship.’ Alex W 

‘I liked the skeleton dance, especially the beginning 
bit.’ Charlotte B 

Form 1 Dance Performance 

https://vimeo.com/153474685


 

 

 

LENT 2016  PAGE 7 

What’s on? Theatre club 

Expelliarmus! A night of spells 

February saw the Cranleigh Prep School’s library remod-
elled into Hogwarts and our pupils transformed into mini 
versions of Harry Potter and Hermione Grainger.  

Joining with over 12,600 parties held all over the world, 
we celebrated J.K. Rowling’s wonderful novels and shared 
the magic of these unforgettable books. Our Harry Potter 
evening started with creepy cupcakes and potable potions.   

We then moved on to bewitching spell writing, invisible 
inking, bonkers balloon animals and a Polyjuice Potion 
treasure hunt. “It was amazing to walk into a room deco-
rated just like Hogwarts. My favourite bit was when we 
drew Hedrick on a helium balloon,” said Archie D.  Lara P 
agreed, saying “I loved the coloured potion in 
the drinks and the Harry Potter cupcakes. The 
invisible ink was magical!”  

What a spell binding evening for the pupils in 
Forms 3 and 4. We are grateful to Mrs 
Schutte and the English Department for host-
ing this fantastic evening.  

What do you get if you mix a few teachers, some gaps and a mini-bus of excited children?  Cranleigh Prep’s School’s new 
Theatre Club, of course!  Launched this term, small groups of pupils have bundled into the mini-buses during the weekend 
to see the best of what local theatre has to offer. 

Our first trip was with Form 5 pupils to G Live! to see the spectacular production of Lord of the Flies.  Rye Edwards 
thought the production was just as good as the book, which he really enjoyed. The second trip was to Chichester Festival 
Theatre, where we were inspired and delighted by an adaptation of Jacqueline Wilson’s book Hetty Feather. Toby D said 
“It was amazing; I just loved every minute!” 

More trips are planned for next term, when pupils from Form 4 and 5 are heading off to see Goodnight Mr Tom at Wo-
king Theatre and members of the Lower School will go to the Polka Theatre in Wimbledon to see The Box of Photographs. 
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‘The Buzz’ is printed on recycled paper 

Used to being out in all weather, Cranleigh Prep pupils once again excelled with their tiring, yet exciting  house cross 

country event.. The Lower School started first with one lap around the clearly marked 1km course. The winners were 

Kitty and Charlie in Form 1 and Fenella and Monty in Form 2. Next were the Middle School, running two laps of the 

course; winners were Charlotte and Sterling (Form 3) and Olivia and Oliver (Form 4). Upper School then ran three laps 

and the winners were Jessie and Cameron (Form 5) and Bella and Ben (Form 6). A great fun event, with drinks, soup and 

biscuits for all  after we crossed the finish line. 

Cranleigh play fives at eton college 

Run, cranleigh, run! 

 

As the ‘Buzz’ goes to press we are just reaching the ‘business end’ of 
the Fives season for the Form 6’s as they get ready to head to Harrow 
for the annual Prep Schools tournament.  

The boys and girls in Forms 5 and 6 have been building towards this 
over the previous 2 terms in their weekly after school sessions with 
Mr Halstead, Mr Thomas, Mr Till and Mr Rigden. 

It has been a very busy term with some notable successes and firsts 
achieved.  

The first major tournament of the term was the Under 13 Nationals 
at Eton where Cranleigh provided its largest entry of 10 pairs. 4 pairs 
made it through to the last 32 in the country with the first pair of 
James Ta and Max D eventually reaching the final 16. All the pairs 
came on tremendously over the day with their involvement in various 
plate competitions and Hugo W and Ben M even ended up winning 
one of the plate competitions. 

The Under 12s were next on in their tournament at Eton. The 4 pairs 
played with great spirit and determination with the top 2 pairs reach-
ing the last 32 and Finn T and Cameron B eventually going out to a 
strong Highgate pair in the last 16. Mr Halstead was particularly 
pleased and proud of the third pair which comprised of the  girls, Ma-
tilda H and Ruby H who ended up winning 4 out of the 8 games they 
played. This was a remarkable achievement and their tenacity and 
application was a pleasure to behold. 

Next term will see Form 4 getting their introduction to the game and 
Mr Halstead and his crew will be looking for volunteers to start after 
Easter. Remember to sign up if you are interested in learning to play 
this traditional English game. 

HOCKEY HIGHLIGHTS 

Our Fives girls, Matilda and Ruby 

It’s been another fantastic hockey season! 

U10 Boys - 3rd in Surrey 

U10 Girls - 3rd in Surrey 

U11 Boys - 2nd in Surrey, 1st in South’s 

U11 Girls - 3rd in Surrey, 3rd in South’s 

U13 Boys - 2nd in Surrey, 3rd in South’s 
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