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A guide for 13+ candidates 



Your Music Award audition is probably something you have been working towards for 

many weeks, if not months, and you are bound to be a little nervous when the big day 

arrives. The following will give you an idea of what to expect and some tips to help you 

prepare. 

 

Preparing for the big day 
 

In the weeks and months beforehand you will undoubtedly be talking with your 

teachers about your choice of pieces to play. We want to hear 2 pieces on your main 

instrument and 1 piece on any other instruments you play; this could also include singing 

a piece for us as well. When you choose the 2 pieces for your main instrument, make 

sure they are contrasting in style to show us what a versatile musician you are! You will, 

of course, want to play something impressive but don’t choose music which is too 

difficult for you to play really well. Playing the notes accurately is only half the story 

so make sure you give good attention to dynamics, phrasing and rhythmic accuracy. 

Practise your pieces thoroughly; a wise musician once said, “Don’t practise it until you 

get it right; practise it until it can’t go wrong!” Choose music that you enjoy playing 

and that will show you off the best. Make sure too that you brush up on the technical 

exercises (scales, arpeggios etc.) and the aural tests of the last grade you took as we 

will want to hear some of these just like in a practical grade exam. 

 

One other thing – we prefer you not to bring your own accompanist. This is because we 

like to see how well you rehearse and make music with an unfamiliar accompanist. It is 

most likely that Mr. Saxel, our Head of Piano will accompany all candidates and you will 

be able to have a short rehearsal with him before your audition. 

 

Don’t forget to practise your sight-reading! Yes, we know you 

probably hate sight-reading, most young people do – it’s difficult, 

but good sight-reading is perhaps the most useful skill you can 

have as a musician. Good sight-readers learn music, and therefore 

progress, more quickly, they’re also very useful people to have 

around, particularly in a busy school like Cranleigh where there are 

concerts and performances virtually every week! Good sight-

reading is a gradually acquired skill, so you should try to practise it 

every time you practise your instrument – grab some unfamiliar 

music - anything will do – just grab it and play it! Quickly look first at the key signature 

(checking out those sharps and flats), the time signature, the clefs (pianists often get 

caught out here!) the tempo marking and the dynamics. Scan the music for anything 

that looks tricky or unusual (changes of clef, tricky rhythms, repeat signs, big changes 

of dynamics) Choose an appropriate speed and off you go!! – DON’T STOP - DON’T GO 

BACK TO CORRECT MISTAKES - JUST KEEP GOING!!! 

On the big day 
 
So the big day has arrived and you’re feeling pretty nervous! Remember that 

everyone you meet at Cranleigh will be really hoping that you will do well. We really 

enjoy hearing all the talented young musicians like yourself at the auditions and 

we’ll try our best to make it enjoyable for you too. 

 

When you arrive before the audition time we’ll let you have a room in the Music 

School to warm up your instrument in. Talking of warming up – it’s a good idea to 

bring a pair of gloves too – as it can be pretty cold outside in February and cold 

fingers don’t work properly!! It’s fine for your parents to be with you in the warm-

up room if you wish. Make sure reeds etc. are well warmed up and that your 

instrument is in tune. 

 

The audition will most likely take place in the Recital Hall of the Music School. It’s 

quite a big room but it will give you plenty of space to fill with music! – and do make 

sure you really “perform”! The piano is a very fine large Steinway grand which we’re 

sure that pianists will enjoy playing. 

 

There will be a number of people in your audition who will be looking forward to 

hearing you. There will certainly be Mr. Marcus Pashley (Director of Music), Mr. 

Toby Moschard (Assistant Director of Music) and Mr. Alan Smith (Master of the 

Scholars) but there will also be the appropriate Head of Instrument (Strings, 

Wind, Brass etc.) depending on the instruments you play and possibly a further 

instrumental teacher. Don’t be put off by this number of people – they are all 

there because they really want to hear you do well and we’re sure you’re used to 

playing to many more people than that in school concerts! 

 

We’ll let you choose the order of instruments and pieces you want to play and we’ll 

ask you to perform some scales, arpeggios etc., some sight-reading and some aural 

tests. There may also be a test to see how well what you hear musically relates to 

what you see.  

 

After this there’ll be what is grandly termed a “viva voce”, a 

general chat about general musical things with Mr. Pashley and 

Mr. Smith. Don’t worry about this – just be yourself! 

 

The whole audition should take around 35-40 minutes. 

 

Wishing you very GOOD LUCK! 


