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OUR NEW BUILDING IS UNDERWAY! 

   TEACHERS LEAVING US THIS TERM 
This term we are saying farewell to five members of the Common 
Room. Mrs Laidler has been our Head of Dance for 9 years and 
leaves us to move to the north of England with her family. Mrs 
Brown also joined us in 2008 and will be taking up an exciting new 
job testing recipes for BBC’s Saturday Morning Kitchen. Mrs Yule 
has been teaching Art for 2 years and will still help with some art 
scholars’ trips next year. 

We are also bidding farewell to Mrs Gravill (Deputy Head) and Mr 
Howard (Senior Master) as they retire after a combined service of 
an impressive 64 years! You can read more about their time at 
Cranleigh Prep on pages 2 and 3 in this edition. 

We thank them all for all that they have done for us and wish them 
every success and happiness in the future. 

L to R: Mrs Gravill, Mrs Brown,              
Mr Howard, Mrs Yule and Mrs Laidler 

By Joe W, 6Ho 

Our exciting new building is anticipated to be completed by 
May 2018 and will be named after Mr Anthony Townsend, 
former Chairman of the Board of Governors. Mr Harris, 
Site Manager, told us how pleased he is with the progress 
to date. With everything going to plan, he expressed how 
much enjoys working with Cranleigh Prep on this project.  
He finds the children and teachers helpful and approacha-
ble; he loves the location and has enjoyed some great 
weather so far. The building will contain eco-friendly recy-
cled timber and will have a semi-steel structure.  

Mr Harris said that he personally found the beginning of 
the build the hardest, as he had to demolish the old build-
ings which were historically important to the Prep School.  
Now that the foundations are laid, he is very excited build-
ing our new teaching, Science and Cookery rooms.  We 
are looking forward to seeing the progress over the sum-
mer holidays and we will keep you updated as the building 
works continue. 
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AN INTERVIEW WITH MRS GRAVILL 
By Tom N, 6Ho 

When Mrs Gravill arrived at Cranleigh Prep School, twenty six 
years ago, the atmosphere was very different to today. Hav-
ing previously worked at Nower Lodge School (formerly in 
Dorking), Rydes Hill and Belmont she joined our school as a 
Form 1 tutor under the headship of Mr Keppie. Her many 
roles over the years have included Head of Clubs, Head of 
Lower School (which, at this point, was Forms 1 to 4), Form 3 
tutor,  Deputy Head and Pastoral Deputy Head. Also many of 
you may not know this, but Mrs Gravill was Head of Fives in 
our school for 10 years! Mrs Gravill( third from the left ) in 1998. 

As Mrs Gravill is retiring at the end of this school year we wanted to 
find out what she has enjoyed most about working at Cranleigh Prep 
School and what she will miss.  

Mrs Gravill recalls her funniest moment was “Peter McNiven as Fa-
ther Christmas at the Boarders’ Christmas Dinner. He read out a let-
ter supposedly from Mr Wilson, which had me crying with laughter.” 
Her best moment was the “First Charity day, in 2011, when I realised 
we had raised enough money to buy all the materials needed to build 
a classroom for the Ronda School in Kenya and I announced it to the 
school. Ronda were struggling with 100 children in a class. That year 
we raised £15,000; since then we have raised between £15,000-
£20,000+ every year and the children have become more and more 
involved. I think that is wonderful because when I first arrived charity 
donations were purely through chapel collections.” Meeting Austin, 
the guide dog puppy that we sponsored, was a ‘best moment’  for her 
this year. Also some of her other fond memories were of the old 
swimming pool. Mrs Gravill will also miss everyone at the school who 
make Cranleigh Prep the great and friendly place it is.  

In her retirement Mrs Gravill hopes to help out at Hydon Hill Cheshire Home and the Cranleigh Arts Centre 
as well as playing golf, walking and gardening. A patio ‘sanctuary area’ has been sculpted near the chapel 
to remember Mrs Gravill’s calm and caring presence in our community. 

Mrs Gravill at World Book Day 2017 
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AN INTERVIEW WITH MR HOWARD 
By Freddie M, 6Ho 

Since 1979, Mr Howard has been a part of the thriving environment which is Cranleigh Prep School. 
He has so many happy memories of his time working here and has also witnessed many changes in 
staff, buildings and pupils. For example, the Couper block which is now a buzzing hive of activity for 
the Upper School, was the former site of the school  open air swimming pool. 

As many of us know, one of Mr Howard’s passions is cricket. Over the years he has played in, and 
coached, ‘a fair few matches.’  He has also lead cricket tours to different countries such as the Nether-
lands. To reflect Mr Howard’s contribution to cricket in our school, are naming the Top Pitch pavilion in 
his honour. Mr Howard’s favourite memory of his time here is when there was a cricket match played 
on Jubilee celebrating his 100th term at the school in 2013. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr Howard’s personal contributions at our school include ‘Up Up and Away’ (his chat show that he 
hosts on a Thursday in Upper School chapel). He has led many trips and tours through his career at 
Cranleigh, such as cricket tours, ski trips and the Scholars trip to Amsterdam which he has organised 
for the last twelve years. In his time here he has also led 35 ski trips, in which he especially enjoys the 
après-ski.  

He says that when he leaves Cranleigh Prep he will miss the Amsterdam trips, ski trips and singing 
hymns in chapel. He also notes that he will not miss appraisals nor peppers in school lunches!  Of 
course, he will also miss the summer term and cricket. He has coached the 1st XI cricket team for ten 
years but has also enjoyed taking the U11’s as he likes watching young people developing their skills 
and a love for the game. 

When he retires, Mr Howard hopes to be able to read the Sunday papers before Friday! We wish him 
every happiness for a long and happy retirement. 

                    Cricket Match to celebrate Mr Howard’s 100th Term 
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HOUSE ROUND-UP 

FORM 1 & 2 TURN DETECTIVES FOR THE 
LOWER SCHOOL SCIENCE DAY 

 

By Felicity H, 2R 

The Lower School became forensic scientists for the day on Monday 
19th June. We all had a booklet to complete and lots of activities to car-
ry out, with the aim of discovering who stole Mr Wilson’s teddy! Every-
one did fingerprinting, observing, ink chromatography, dental impres-
sions and calculating height from foot size. 

In the fingerprinting activity, we used cocoa powder and melted butter 
to make fingerprints on glass slides. We then lifted the print off with sel-
lotape. In our observation activity, we had to carefully watch a film clip 
and count how many times people wearing white passed a basketball 
whilst a bear moon-walked across the screen. We also learned how to 
measure someone’s height from the length of their foot and we exam-
ined dental impressions on a polystyrene tile. 

It was a really fun morning.  After lots of work, we worked out that it was 
Miss Burrell who was guilty of ‘stealing’ Mr Wilson’s teddy, even though 
she had tried to frame Mr Stroud by using his pen.  

We would like to thank Miss Burrell and Mrs Reed for all their work in 
creating this exciting and fun science day. 

Some comments from Form 2: 

Maia C: I enjoyed the ink chromatography because it was interesting to 
find out that there was more than just black ink in a black pen. 

Gabriel J: My favourite activity was calculating height from foot size 
because I didn’t know that you could do that! 

Some comments from Form 1: 

Charlotte T: I enjoyed the whole day. 
One of my favourite parts was when 
we did the measuring and used the 
calculators because that was the most 
important task to get to the conclusion. 

Lucinda L: I liked taking the teeth 
impressions because you got to see 
your own teeth marks in the polysty-
rene. I also enjoyed seeing the pattern 
on my own fingerprint and learning 
about the different types of pattern. 

Jack W: I liked the foot measuring 
because now I know how big 
someone’s foot is if I measure their 
height. I tested it on my Mum and it 
worked! 
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FORM 3 VISIT HINDU MANDIR FORM 4 CAMP NIGHT 

FORM 1 CREATE RANGOLI PATTERNS   

As part of our Humanities topic ‘All Around the World’ we have been 
learning about different countries.  

This week we have focused on India and its Rangoli patterns. We 
were lucky enough to create our own Rangoli patterns with chalk 
outside on the paving stones which was great fun! The only hard bit 
was making it absolutely symmetrical, which I found quite tricky. 
Altogether, we all thoroughly enjoyed creating our own Rangoli pat-
terns in the sunshine. 

By Alfie G, 1U 

All the Form 4 classes had a Camp Night this term 
and it was the turn of 4C on 10th May. The even-
ing started with us setting up the tents and this 
took quite a while as the poles kept snapping! 

It was a hot and sunny evening so we played 
games on top pitch and then learned how to make 
an emergency shelter from a tarpaulin.  

For dinner, we cooked burgers and prepared 
some salad; before bed we sat around the camp-
fire toasting marshmallows and making smores. 

We would all like to thank Mr Monks and the gaps 
for organising this adventure for us all.  

By Ella B,4C  By Ruby K, Sasha D and Amara O, 3M 

Form 3 were very lucky to be able to visit the Hindu 
Mandir in Neasden at the end of term. We were all made 
very welcome in this magnificent marble temple that was 
built by the Hindu community in just 3 years in the 
1990’s. We thought that the handmade marble carvings 
were beautiful in the mandir and there were amazing 
wooden carvings in the cultural centre too.  

We thought that the statues of the Hindu gods were 
very beautiful. They are dressed every day in different 
clothes. We watched an arti ceremony that was per-
formed by a priest and this was very interesting to 
watch. This ceremony is performed five times a day 
and at the end of the ceremony the Hindus put their 
hands over the blessed flame and rub them over their 
eyes and head.   

We spent time observing all the beautiful marble carv-
ings and the magnificent domed ceiling. It was such a 
calm and peaceful environment. 

At the end of the trip everyone said that it was a brilliant 
experience and we learned such a lot. Thank you to 
Mrs Meadows for organising this interesting trip for us 
at the end of term. 



SUMMER  2017 

PAGE 6 | The Buzz 

The Awesome Book Awards was a brilliant literary event where children be-
tween the ages of 7-10 were invited to read five shortlisted novels and then 
vote on the book which they enjoyed the most. The shortlisted books were 
‘Aubrey and the Terrible Yoot’ by Horatio Clare; ‘Beetle Boy’ by M.G. Leon-
ard; ‘The Imagination Box’ by Martyn Ford; ‘The Mystery of the Clockwork 
Sparrow’ by Katherine Woodfine, and ‘Time Travelling with a Hamster’ by 
Ross Welford, which was the overall winner. Pupils from 42 schools were 
involved in reading the books and over 400 people attended the dazzling 
prize-giving, which was held at Cranleigh School. Highlights of the evening 
were all of the authors talking about their books; Lauren Child presenting the 
prize to Ross Welford, and the music, lights and atmosphere, making the 
Awesome Book Awards feel like the Oscars.   

‘I was surprised and delighted to be shortlisted and even happier to have 
won,’ said Ross Welford. ‘The shortlist was impressive. Writing can be a 
lonely job and awards like these are really important for us to hear from our 
readers what they thought and for us to meet fellow authors.’ 

Head of English, Kate Schutte, said: ‘It was hugely exciting to have so many 
schools signed up for our first year. It’s fantastic for younger children to see 
how these kinds of awards work and for authors to get the recognition they 
deserve. We really hope that it will help us to foster a great love of reading 
amongst prep school aged children across the country.’ 

A visiting parent, who attended the event with her children, said ‘it has defi-
nitely ignited my daughter’s desire to read on her own and she came away 
from the event enthused, engaged and with strong opinions about the au-
thors.’ 

Furthermore, a teacher from Northcote Lodge who took a group of boys to 
the event said ‘The Awesome Books Awards have really inspired reading and 
discussion amongst our boys; the group who accompanied me loved every 
minute.’ 

 

THE AWESOME BOOK AWARDS 
By Bella B and Boau-Lilly S, 6Ho 

Lauren Child presented the awards 

Our nominated authors 

A book signing opportunity followed the presentation of the award Winning author,  Ross Welford 
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LOOK HOW WE’VE GROWN! 
Leavers who have attended Cranleigh Prep since Form 1 

By Naalini B, 6Ho 

Every year, a core group of pupils join Cranleigh Prep in Form 1 and stay with us until Form 6. This year, 
there are 24 who have made this journey.  Here are some of their memories of their time at Cranleigh. 

What was your favourite year group and 
why? 

3F – It was a great class, a great form tutor and 
we had loads of fun (Will O’C) 

6Ho – It was a great group of people and we had 
loads of fun after our exams (Ollie W) 

1Q – The things we did were always fun 
(Annabel I) 

6Ho – Going through the scholarship experience 
(Bella B) 

1M – The work was easy! (Ruby H) 

3F – There were only three girls in the class! 
(Oscar C) 

What is the best thing about Cranleigh 
Prep? 

Matches and playing sport four or five times a 
week (Olivia B) 

The people and so I will miss all of those going 
to other schools (Bradley B) 

Socialising in the mornings in 6Ho classroom 
(Tommy E) 

The feeling of community (Will S)  

The people because they make the school 
what it is (Matilda H) 

The experience and knowledge of the sports 
coaches (Finn T) 

What is the best thing to do in break? 

Playing tennis on the tennis courts (Willem S) 

Talking with all of your friends (Francesca S) 

Sitting on the benches and talking (Robbie M) 

Playing football on Westcott (Rye E) 

Going up with your friends and talking to the 
matrons (Naalini B) 

Throwing tennis balls onto the Wyatt  Hall and 
trying to catch them as they fall back down 
(Jack D) 

Who is your favourite Teacher and 
why? 

Mr Howard – Because of his talks on 
Jimmy Webb and other random things 
(Ed T) 

Mr Carne – He is a legend and his witty 
banter is unreal (Joe W) 

Miss Quinn (Former tutor of 1Q) – She 
was very kind and friendly (Scarlett S) 

Mr French – He is just a great teacher 
(Freddie P-T) 

Mrs Awaad – She is very nice and gave 
us sweets (Will P) 
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SPORTS’ DINNER 
By Max C, 6Ho 

CHARITY TRIATHLON 
By Moog C, 6Ho 

Over 700 children aged 7-13 joined us at Cranleigh School to take 

part in the Flight Centre Schools’ Triathlon. The event encouraged 

hundreds of children to try the sport and it also raised over £3000 for 

Restless Development, a charity which “trains, educates, supports, 

and inspires” young people to lead development in their communities. 

Each team had to complete 50m swimming, 1km cycling and 750m 

running.  The events were timed and the winners were: Year 3-4 

Team All Fleet Stars from Feltonfleet; Year 5-6 Team Bat Boys from 

Thomas’ Prep School, Battersea; Year 7-8 Team MOOS, closely fol-

lowed by Team DMPC, both from Cranleigh Prep School. It was a 

fantastic day, where we challenged ourselves, worked as a team and 

raised lots of money for charity. 

At the end of each school year, pupils who have represented 

CPS at first team level are invited to attend a celebration of their 

sporting successes with their parents and their coaches.  This 

year’s Sports’ Dinner was one to remember, with brilliant 

speeches from the four girls Captains: Siena K, Maddie G, Jess 

M and Matilda H, who presented  wonderfully entertaining por-

traits of each of the fifteen girls who donned a first team shirt 

during the year. Will A (Captain of rugby), Finn T (Captain of 

football), Will P (Captain of hockey), Tommy E (Captain of crick-

et) also delivered summaries of their seasons. The school Din-

ing Room was transformed with splashes of the school colours, 

blue and yellow. Mrs Warner and her catering team provided a 

buffet feast of four courses with diners choosing from cola 

baked ham,  roast beef and Asian spiced salmon; all accompa-

nied by delicious salads. Pudding was another triumph and my 

vote goes to the chocolate and raspberry mousse! 

 A huge thank you to Mrs Jolly and her team of coaches, from 

all of the pupils who enjoy sport, at whatever level and whatever 

the weather, every week at the Prep School. 
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