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CRANLEIGH MEETS PEPONI 

Just before half term, ten intrepid explorers from Form 
5 set off for the ‘return leg’ of the exchange trip to   
Peponi House School in Nairobi, Kenya. From the mo-
ment we arrived, everyone was so kind and welcom-
ing. The school was very friendly and all the pupils 
were extremely polite to all of us.  

Highlights include the school “fête” (which is the equiv-
alent of our Charity Day) which was great fun. Also, we 
went camping at Sanctuary Farm, where we participat-
ed in lots of activities, including a natural treasure hunt 
where we looked for items such as skulls, hippo dung 
and a lilac breasted roller (a bird). Zip lining was an-
other highlight, as the 400m high lines overlooked the 
vast landscape of Mount Kenya. 

Over the half term holiday, different groups travelled 
with their families to a variety of locations in Kenya. 
Some went to the Chavasse Farm, a family farm two 
hours from Nairobi. Others visited the Amboseli Na-
tional Park, where they saw three of ‘The Big Five,’ 
including lion and buffalo. They all agreed how amaz-
ing it was to see these animals so close. 

 

 

Another group visited the Masai Mara where they slept 
in luxurious tents surrounded by amazing wildlife. They 
were even lucky enough to see hippos fighting in a 
river, a leopard in a tree and some cheetahs too! 

Our trip to Kenya was truly inspirational. It was amaz-
ing to the see such a vast array of culture, diversity 
and landscape that this country offers. We really en-
joyed our experiences in Kenya and hope that next 
year, the current Form 4 will be lucky enough to share 
the same opportunities that we have had.   

By Ollie A and Oliver S 5A 
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AN INTERVIEW WITH...MRS BEDDISON 

We hear you have an exciting new role starting next year. What 
is it and what does it require? 

I will be the Deputy Head (Operational). I’ll be looking after the day to day 
running of the school and making sure there are plenty of interesting activi-
ties, trips and events running along side the academic and sports pro-
grammes. Of course, I will still be involved in teaching Music, directing choirs 
and coaching games too.  

What is your current role? 

I am currently Head of Music at the Prep School. 

 How long have you worked as the school? 

This is my seventh year at Cranleigh Prep. 

Do you have any non-music related hobbies? 

I love playing and coaching Netball. I also enjoy walking in the Scottish coun-
tryside. 

What do you enjoy about the school? 

Interesting children, of course! I love the busy, vibrant atmosphere where 
everyone can try lots of new things and where all achievements are valued. 

MRS BEDDISON’S DESERT ISLAND DISCS:                              

1. ‘Messiah’ - Handel                                                                            
2. ‘Requiem’- Faure                                                                                            
3. ‘Mass for 4 voices’ - Byrd                                 
4. ‘Love and affection’ - Joan Armatrading                        
5. ‘You make me feel like dancing’ - Leo Sayer             
6. ‘I got the sun in the morning’ from ‘Annie get 
your Gun’                                                                                    
7. ‘I wish I was James Bond’ - Scouting for Girls             
8. ‘Runaway’ - The Corrs                                                                                               
Luxury item: Radio - solar powered or dynamo                             
Book: Anne of Green Gables 

                Director of Prep School Music      

By Moog C, 6Ho 

Mrs Beddison 

Our new gaps joined us at the start of Lent term: Mark Cun-
ningham and Emma Koster from South Africa and Oscar  
Nicholson and Lucy Begg from Australia.  

Lucy’s first impressions of our school are that we have beau-
tiful grounds and a friendly and welcoming atmosphere. Lucy 
admires the positive attitude of Cranleigh pupils. When she 
leaves, she hopes to study a Business course at university.  

Mark has also noted that we have a very friendly community, 
which is very similar to his old school. He too is also hoping 
to study Business next year. 

Oscar loves to play rugby and a bit of American football with 
the boarders. He enjoys the close knit community and hopes to go into Journalism or Teaching. He enjoys travel-
ling and “taking it all in.” 

Emma really enjoys the ‘good energy’ of the school. After her gap year, she hopes to study Sports Science. Be-
fore then she is looking forward to travelling in Europe and learning more about our values, culture and food! 

By Max C, 6Ho 

Mark, Oscar, Emma and Lucy 

NEW YEAR FOR NEW GAPS 
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WORLD BOOK DAY :  

By Naalini B 6Ho  

This year’s World Book Day was all about 
celebrating Non-Fiction writing and, more 
specifically, cookery books. Who better, 
therefore, to join us than Gino D’Acampo, 
celebrity chef and TV presenter? He 
wowed the audience with a hilarious 
speech about writing cook books and be-
ing a chef. He had everyone crying with 
laughter - a truly memorable World Book 
Day presenter.   

In addition, the whole school experienced 
a range of cookery themed activities. In 
‘Party Planning,’ we dreamt up our ideal dinner party guests and in ‘Ravenous Rhymes’ we 
wrote food inspired poetry. ‘Foody Photos’ was where we took our own pictures of yummy after-
noon teas and ‘Fabulous Food’ gave pupils the chance to eat and write at the same time.  We 
also all enjoyed Mrs Fenton’s fabulous annual Book Quiz, which challenged the brains of even 
the best quizzers.   

Our parents also joined in the fun this year, with a Charity Breakfast with Gino, where they 
heard from the man himself, as well as Mrs Glaister from WeFiFo, a new social eating concept 
which went towards the literacy charity Delight, for whom we raised £1400 over the day. 

A GREAT COOK’S DAY 
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HEARTS 

 

At Cranleigh, we are lucky to have a host of House events, 
but the House Challenge is a very special event which takes 
place at the end of the Michaelmas term.  

The House Challenge is a quiz where the general  
knowledge of each team is put to the test. The pupils were 
selected through a GK quiz given to the whole school. Pupils 
who scored highly in Forms 5 and 6 were asked to be in the 
House team. This year saw our first ever sound and picture 
rounds, which we hope will become permanent features of 
the event. The final was between Hearts and Clubs and, alt-
hough the lead was constantly alternating between the two 
teams, Hearts came out victorious. We hope we can repeat 
this performance next year! 

Hearts also performed well in the House Music, winning the 
overall instrumental competition and securing the Middle 
School girls hockey. As we go to press, we are hoping for 
another strong performance in the House Singing competi-
tion, which will be at the end of the Lent Term. We are hop-
ing for our fourth victory in a row. 

This year is Mr Dixon’s sixteenth year as Housemaster. Clubs are 
all very strong swimmers and each year the new Clubs are equal-
ly as good as those who leave. So far this year, Clubs have 
achieved excellence having won house events including: Hand-
writing, Swimming and Senior and Middle School Netball, the 
girls’ cross country and the junior boys’ cross country. However, 
Mr Dixon believes that we, as a house, need to work a little hard-
er to keep up with other houses overall.  Mr Dixon believes that 
the best aspect of being the Housemaster of Clubs is that he 
‘loves the cheery faces when we have done well and the commit-
ment in competitions‘ and he ‘always feels proud when the green 
shirts are about to compete.’ 

Mr Dixon’s most memorable moment as Housemaster was one 
year when Clubs sang, ‘Do You Hear The People Sing?’ from Les 
Miserables, which he thought ‘was fabulous and gave me goose 
pimples.’ 

CLUBS 

By Naalini B, 6Ho 

By Tom N, 6Ho 

HOUSE ROUND-UP 
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DIAMONDS 

Spades are having good year so far; they are coming third in the 
house scores. Some of Spades’ great successes have been when 
Middle School won House Netball and Upper School and Middle 
School boys won Football; they also produced a threatening side for 
house Rugby. Spades always have plenty of volunteers, ‘they al-
ways love to take part’ said our Head of House, Mrs Sanders, who 
has had this role for 7 years, alongside Mr Stroud, who both love it.  
Spades always enter for any competition with great enthusiasm - we 
had the highest amount of entries for House Handwriting. We are all 
proud of our House and everyone supports each other.  The only 
problem with Spades is that we can never quite get over the last 
hurdle, we always get ‘pipped at the post,’ said Mrs Sanders. The 
future of Spades is very bright and we are looking forward to Sports’ 
Day. 

Mr Batchelor is the Housemaster of Diamonds and he is assisted by Mrs 
Sharpe. He has been Housemaster for about ten years and he most enjoys 
this role because it is one of the school’s oldest traditions; the first thing 
most old Cranleighans ask is how their old House is doing. Sometimes you 
can hear Peter Gordon on Eagle Radio talking about Diamonds - the House 
he was in when he was at school here. 

Mr Batchelor tries to motivate Diamonds by involving everyone in the House 
in as many things as possible and also in reminding them that effort points 
in cards are more valuable than anything else.  

Diamonds are hoping to win the House Singing this year. They have an ex-
ceptional track record in this event; it is one of Mr Batchelor’s favourite 
events, as everyone is involved and the whole house is working together at 
the same time. 

When Mr Batchelor was a boy at Cranleigh Prep, he was in Clubs! Dia-
monds is obviously his favourite House now and he is looking to see wheth-
er Diamonds can win so many cups that they won’t fit on their shelf; a feat 
they achieved about six years ago. 

This year, Diamonds have won House Hockey and are leading the overall 
House standings. 

SPADES By Max C, 6Ho 

By Ollie S, 5A 

HOUSE ROUND-UP 
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What a busy half year it has been for our charities!  

Form One had a great book donate to help their year group charity 
Delight, which uses art and literacy to help children reach their full 
potential. Also, Form Four hosted a wonderful cake sale on cross-
country day, raising £400 for their charity, the NSPCC.  

We also had a very special visit from a very special puppy. ‘Austin,’ is 
a very lovely golden retriever puppy who is currently being trained to 
be a Guide Dog, with money raised at CPS last year. He is named in 
memory of Austin N, a much-loved former pupil of the school. Not 
only did he visit us and the Neve family at school, he also went to 
visit Austin’s year group at Cranleigh School, where he was greeted 
by lots of cuddles. Austin is currently learning all the skills necessary 
to become a Guide Dog and we were thrilled to meet him.  

World Book Day was another big event for the Delight Charity and 
the parents’ Breakfast with Gino was a great success. This event, 
coupled with previously raised money and fancy dress money, 
brought the total we will donate to Delight to £1800. The Carol Ser-
vice last term raised £1380 and we also had a Fairtrade mufti day, 
with tasty hot chocolate being sold.  

FAREWELL TO MR POETI 

Some thoughts and recollections from 3P 

Ben F: Mr Poeti gave us extra sweets at the end of a half term if we 

couldn’t leave early with a younger brother and sister. 

Anna C: He always helped me with my worries. 

Florence A: Mr Poeti is a wonderful teacher and he always turns things 

into jokes. 

Bill W: He supports West Ham, but he doesn’t always want to talk about 

their matches. 

Isobel P: He was really bad at giving minutes. He would always give you 

another chance. 

Annie V: At the start of the year, I thought that Mr Poeti was a poetry teacher! 

Lottie J-P: I remember how pleased I was when I was told that I was going to be in Mr Poeti’s class this year. 

Evan G: Mr Poeti is great at helping you in Maths when you don’t understand something. 

Phoebe G: He is my first-ever male Tutor and he was no where near as strict as I thought he would be. Longacre 

is my old school and I am sure that he will be very happy there. 

We all wish Mr Poeti every success as he takes on his new role as Deputy Head at Longacre School. 

CHARITY UPDATE  
By Freddie M, 6Ho 

Monty N with ‘Austin’ 

Form 4 cake sale 
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WHAT HAVE WE BEEN LEARNING THIS TERM? 
Forms 1 and 4 have  been studying the world’s rainforests; the creatures that live in them and the 

threats to their existence... 

TARANTULAS 
By Tommy W & Char-

lie C, 1D 

Tarantulas are part of 
the family of spiders 
called hairy mygalo-
morphs. These are the 
spiders that scientists 
believe have been 
around for millions of 
years and have not 
changed much in that 
time! There are around 
700 species of tarantula. 

Tarantulas have hairs on 
their abdomens to pro-
tect themselves. 

Tarantulas live on the forest floor and are most like-
ly to be found in the rainforest. They eat larger prey 
such as lizards, snakes, frogs and small birds. 
Their predators are weasels, skunks, owls, hawks 
and snakes.  

DEFORESTATION 
By Sophie S, 4T 

The Amazon rainforest is located in South Ameri-
ca and covers 2.1 million square miles. 60% of the 
Amazon rainforest is located in Brazil. Altogether 
the Amazon is spread across nine nations; the for-
est itself has existed for at least 55 million years. 
However, it is being destroyed at a very fast rate! 
This rainforest is sometimes referred to as the 
‘lungs of the planet’ and because of the deforesta-
tion an area the size of a football pitch is being 
cleared every thirty seconds. 

Rainforests help regulate the earth’s temperature 
and weather patterns. Did you know that 20% of 
our oxygen is produced by the rainforest? But that 
is not all it’s good for. The Amazon is a source of 
new medicines and helps to support local tribal 
peoples.. It is a major issue that it is being de-
stroyed, because twenty-eight thousand species 
are expected to become extinct due to deforesta-
tion. Up to half of the world’s tropical rainforests 
have already been destroyed. 

Form 2 have written  persuasive letters to Mrs. Unwin about changes they would like to see at school. 

Dear Mrs. Unwin, 

Do you think it is suitable to throw paper planes at break? 

People think that it is fun and educational and helps you to learn about aerodynamics or how much 
mass a plane can carry. But what do you think? 

It can be dangerous if it hits someone in the eye or perhaps someone might drop the plane and  
cause litter. If it becomes too popular it might stop pupils going to the ‘pirate ship’ for their break. 

I believe that we should be able to throw paper planes at break because they are very interesting. 

Yours sincerely, Louis G(2B) 
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SPOTLIGHT ON SPORT  

Cranleigh Prep School is one of very 
few prep schools who play Fives.  

Fives is a sport that is a bit like 
squash, but instead of using a rac-
quet you use your hand. Fives is al-
ways played in pairs.  

The courts are a strange shape; this 
is because they were originally built 
based on the shape of the chapel at 
Eton College, where the game was 
invented.  

Mr Halstead’s favourite aspect of the 
game is that there are no referees 

and the scoring is entirely down to 
the children participating.  

Fives Club takes place after school 
on a Monday and Tuesday from 5:30 
to 6:30pm. Currently, there are 
around 30 pupils participating, but Mr 
Halstead is always ‘talent spotting.’  

In fact, this year we entered our first 
girls’ Eton Prep School Champion-
ship  and our pair of Matilda H and 
Ruby H reached the National Final, 
losing to a very strong Berkhamstead 
pair. We hope that this acts as a cat-
alyst encouraging more girls to play. 

Other Fives successes included Finn 
T and Tommy E, reaching the final 

eight in the U13 National Finals and 
Freddie F and Charlie P, placing 10th 
in the country. 

. 

 FANTASTIC FIVES GROWING 
IN POPULARITY  

Hockey has become one of the most successful sports 
played at Cranleigh Prep School, and the U13 boys are 
maintaining this tradition. 

Will P is the boys hockey Captain and he developed 
his love of hockey as he comes from a family of hockey 
players. It was a case of ‘if you can’t beat them, join 
them!’ He did, and  he started at SJB Hockey Club be-
fore he arrived at Cranleigh Prep. 

Will claims that the key to the boys’ success is their 
determination and ability to play as a team, with every-
one pulling together to get the best  possible result. 

The U13A Boys team are the current Surrey Champi-
ons and qualified for the Regionals and Nationals in 
the last week of term.   

 

HOCKEY HITS THE RIGHT SPOT 

By Tom N, 6Ho 

Ruby and Matilda, National 
finalists 

 
WINNING WAYS FOR NETBALLERS  

The U13A netball team have had an excellent sea-
son claiming several prestigious titles. They are 
IAPS Regional Champions and placed 5th in the 
IAPS National final. They also gained third place in 
the U13A Surrey competition.  

Maddie G is the netball Captain and is also a mem-
ber of the Surrey Satellite Academy. She really en-
joys playing the game with friends, winning matches 
and is especially pleased if the team reclaims titles. 
She attributes the team’s success this year to having 
a positive attitude, supporting each other when 
things go wrong and working well as a team. Strate-
gies that have obviously worked! Well done. 
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